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II“ Top lines

e The common thread in this election was the collapse of the Labour vote and to a lesser extent the
consolidation of Reform. Even if Reform face more opposition than last year, the fragmentation and lack
of co-ordination of the anti-Reform vote in England remains a significant advantage for the party and puts
them on course for power nationally.

e Across the UK, the Labour 2024 vote primarily stayed at home or voted for another party. Unlike their
right leaning equivalents, most Labour left defectors remain open to returning to Labour at the next
general election. However, atthe moment there is a values based disconnect: they report no clear sense of
what the party stand for and report a general sense of the government, fairly or not, as being “Tory lite” or
more right wing than they expected. For the wider population, though, it is issues of competence, cost of
living and migration that damage the party brand.

e Plaid Cymru coalesced a energised anti-Reform tactical vote in Wales. This was a significant factor in
their victory and Reform’s fall in the polls in Wales since November last year; as big if not bigger than as any
factor related to Welsh Labour or Plaid themselves.

e The SNP benefited from a large chunk of Labour 2024 switchers amid dissatisfaction with UK Labour.
That said, voters in Scotland had a particularly low sense of what Scottish Labour stood for during the
campaign. The salience of pro-EU attitudes to the SNP vote remains underrated, and is in fact more
important to SNP/Labour switchers than their position on Scottish independence.

e Anger overimmigration/asylum and a frustrated desire to try someone new remain the two big
recruiting sergeants for Reform. Concerns over competence and governing experience linger among
their (mostly Conservative) target voters, while ideological extremes and their proximity to Trump
damage them with the wider population.
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e Thisanalysisis based on polling in the final week of the campaign
in England, Scotland and Wales, including the days leading up to
polling day itself.

e [|twasconducted by YouGov for Persuasion UK.

- Fieldwork 22 April - 5 May 2026.

- Sample sizes: 2,153 in England (incl. London), 1,556 in Wales, 1,603
in Scotland. Data weighted to be representative of each nation.

e Baseline polling was also conducted in all nations in early April
2026, as well as focus groups in Wales and Scotland, to inform final

polling. Thanks to Chris Clarke and Julia Pitman for their help with
this.



Sample audit: Persuasion UK/YouGov sample vs actual
results

Persuasion/YouGov: England Result: England (PNS)
Reform Reform
Green EXEINEN Green
Labour 3 Labour I3
Conserv_ 3N Conserv_ [EZ3N
LibDem 23 LibDem IS
Other other [ 6%
Persuasion/YouGov: Scotland Result: Scotland (constituency
(constituency vote) vote)
sne EZN sne EZ I
Labour NN Labour EZSEEEN
Reform 23NN Reform |2
Green [ 3% Green 2%
Liopem EXIH LioDem EEN
Conserv_ [0l Conserv_ X3
Other [ 4% Other |1%
Persuasion/YouGov: Wales Result: Wales
Plac EZEEG—— Plaid EZIEG—
Reform EZZ3NNN rReform 2NN
Labour E2H Labour EE3H
Conserv_ m Conserv_. m
Lio Dem [ 4% Lib Dem [ 5%
Green m Green m
Cther [l 5% Other 2%

Persuasion/YouGov final figures obtained

via voting intention question plus basic ] .
turnout filter (excluding those <8/10 in |I Persuasion UK
stated likelihood to vote)
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Labour defection: national or local factors?

"You previously told us that you voted for Labour at the last general election, and you are now indicating that you won't do so at the 2026
elections. Which of the below, if any, comes closest to describing why you have changed your vote?"

England Scotland Wales

Mostly unhappy with Labour nationally / Keir Starmer Mostly unhappy with Labour nationally / Keir Starmer

Mostly unha

y with Labour nationally / Keir Starmer

Mostly unhappy with local Labour Party
8%

Mostly unhappy with Scottish Labour/Anas Sarwar Mostly unhappy with Welsh Labour / Eluned Morgan

Equal mix of the two Equal mix of the two Equal mix of the two

None of the above None of the above None of the above
_
Don't know Don't know Don't know

YouGov for Persuasion UK, 24th April-5th May 2026, 1,603 Scottish adults; n=2153 English voters - only respondents with local
elections being held in their area; 1556 Welsh adults. " persuasion UK
Asked only of 2024 Labour voters who do not currently intend to vote Labour in 2026 local elections.



Destination of 2024 Labour vote at May 2026 elections: English council elections, Welsh
Senedd, Scottish Parliament

England Wales Scotland
Green m Green Green I3%
oo [0 - -
Conservative I3% Lib Dem |2% Lib Dem m
Reform IS% Conservative |1% Reform m
Independent I4% Reform IS% Conservative IS%
Non-voting m Non-voting m Non-voting I3%

YouGov for Persuasion UK. Fieldwork 22 April - 5 May 2026. Sample sizes: 2,153 in England (incl. London), 1,556 in Wales,
1603 in Scotland. Data weighted to be representative of each nation. Excludes don't knows. ““ Persuasion UK
Non-voting - those explicitly saying they will not vote and/or those putting themselves <9/10 on likelihood to vote scale.



II“ % of tactical voters and tactical anti-Reform voters in each nation

Welsh Senedd voters were more likely to be voting either partially or entirely tactically. This is
especially true of Labour 2024 to Plaid 2026 switchers, as we will see later in the analysis.

% of tactical voters® % of anti-Reform tactical voters
= - -
Scotland . 9%
Wales

g

Definitions: all those with a voting intent were asked: "You previously told us

that you plan to vote for X. |s this more because you want to stop a particular

party winning in your constituency or because you believe in what X are

standing for? They were given a 10 point scale: O - More because | want to ”

stop a particular party winning in my area / 10 - More because | believe in what "“ Persuasion UK
X are standing for Don’t know". Someone was deemed a tactical voter if they

put themselves at 0-5. They were then asked a follow up: "Which party are you

most trying to stop winning in your area?"



% of voters who are (in part or in whole) anti-Reform tactical voters

Plaid voters were more likely to be voting tactically against Reform

Nation England Wales Scotland
Conserva... I 2% Conserva.. 0%
Conserva...
England 15%
Labour - 26% Labour . 9%
Labour 35%
Scotland 7% Plaid - 36% Lib Dem I 5%
Lib Dem 27%
Wales 19%
Grean % Green 8% Green 6%

Definitions: all those with a voting intent were asked: "You previously told us that you plan to vote for X. Is this more because you want to

stop a particular party winning in your constituency or because you believe in what X are standing for? They were given a 10 point scale:

0 - More because | want to stop a particular party winning in my area / 10 - More because | believe in what X are standing for Don’t know". II“ Persuasion UK
Someone was deemed a tactical voter if they put themselves at 0-5. They were then asked a follow up: "Which party are you most trying

to stop winning in your area?"



Willingness of different May 2026 defector groups to return to Labour at next election

"On a scale of 1-10, how willing are you to vote for these parties at the next UK-wide general election?" - a voter was coded as
willing to vote Labour if they scored at 6 or above out of 10.

@ % still open to returning to Labour at next general election
B % not open to returning to Labour at next general election

England Scotland Wales

Labour 24 defectors to left (Green, Lib Dem) Labour 24 defectors to left (SNP, Green, Lib Demn) Labour 24 defectors to left (Plaid, Green, Lib Dem)

Labour 24 defectors to right (Reform, Con) Labour 24 defectors to right (Reform, Con) Labour 24 defectors to right (Reform, Con)

H

YouGov for Persuasion UK. Fieldwork 22 April - 5 May 2026. Sample sizes: 2153 in England (incl. London), 1556 in |'|| i
Wales, 1603 in Scotland. Data weighted to be representative of each nation. Persuasion UK




1. England /London

Local authority elections



1. England /London

11 Voter flows



England: General election 2024 - Local Election 2026 voter flows

@ Conservative 2026
@ Labour 2026
@ Lib Dem 2026
@ Reform 2026
@ Green 2026
Independent 2026
@ Non-voting 2026
Conservative 2024
Labour 2024
Lib Dem 2024
Reform UK 2024
Green 2024

Did not vote 2024

YouGov for Persuasion UK, 22nd April-5th May 2026, n=2153 English voters - only

respondents with local elections being held in their area. |||| :

Non voter 2026 = those who explicitly say they don't intend to vote and/or those putting Persuasion UK
themselves at <9/10 in likelihood to vote. Excludes don't knows.



London: General election 2024 2 Local election 2026 voter flows

@ Conservative 2026

@ Labour 2026

@ Liberal Democrat 2026

@ Reform UK 2026

@ Green 2026
Independent 2026

@ Non voting 2026

Labour

Liberal Democrat

Reform UK
Green

Did not vote [added]

YouGov for Persuasion UK, 22nd April-5th May 2026, n=2153 English voters - only
respondents with local elections being held in their area.

Non voter 2026 = those who explicitly say they don't intend to vote and/or those putting
themselves at <9/10 in likelihood to vote. Excludes don't knows.

||“ Persuasion UK



England 2026 local election vote: financial security x social liberalism

The Greens and Reform dominate among the financially insecure, sorted by social attitudes. Labour leads with financially
secure liberals and the residual Conservative vote is more likely to be found among the financially secure social
conservatives.

Financially insecure, Financially insecure, Flnancially secure, Financially secure,
liberal social attitudes conservative social liberal social attitudes  conservative social
(25%) attitudes (30%) (23%) attitudes (23%)
Conservative [l 5% B 7% IEZ3
Labour [EZE3 B 7 B s%
Liberal Democrat 23 B 7% [ 11% |
Reform UK [} 4% e 529 48%
Green NN B 7% W 5%
Independent [Jj 4% B ex% [ k) B 4%
Other |1% I2% 0% I 2%

Financially secure = | am very comfortable financiall/l am relatively comfortable financially.

Financially insecure = | do not often have money for luxuries, but can normally comfortably

cover the essentials/ | can only just afford my costs and often struggle to make ends meet/|

cannot afford my costs, and often have to go without essentials like food and heating. Socially Il“ Persuasion UK
liberal = <5/10 on 1-10 scale of positivity to immigration, 10 most negative. Socially

conservative = >5/10 . Sample excludes those not providing information on their financial

status and/or those putting themselves at 5/10 (~<10% in total).



@ Financially insecure, liberal social attitudes

@ Financially insecure, conservative social attitudes
@ Financially secure, liberal social attitudes

@ Financially secure, conservative social attitudes

Conservative
All voters 2026 Labour 2026 Lib Dem 2026 Reform 2026 Green 2026

24% | 24%

New Reform
Labour to Labour tolLib Labour to voters since
Green Dem Labour to Con Reform GE24

I persuasion UK



II“ Motivations to vote - England
"And if you do vote in the local elections on 7th May, will you be.."

@ Mostly on issues under control of local council
Mostly to send a signal to UK government

@ Mostly to stop another party winning in my area
None of these

@ Don't know

All voters

Con 2026

Lab 2026

LD 2026

ES

Reform 2026

Green 2026

3¢

All Lab 24 defectors to left parties

S
®

All Lab 24 defectors to right parties

All Lab 24 defectors 32%

N

2
X
8

New Reform voters 53%

YouGov for Persuasion UK, 22nd April-5th May 2026, n=2153 English voters - only
respondents with local elections being held in their area. ““ Persuasion UK
Graph excludes those answering 'n/a - i don't plan to vote'



Top 5 local issues facing each voter group coming into election

"Which of the following, if any, are MOST likely to shape your vote at the local elections, if you do vote? Please select up to three options."Respondents saw list of up to 20
options - for ease of visualisation we are showing the top 5 from each voter category.

All voters at LE26 - All voters at LE26 - ConLE2026 - Lib Dem LE2026 - Reform LE2026 - Green LE2026 - All Labour 2024
England London only England LabLE2026 - England England England England defectors at LE2026
Council tax and council ¢ The cost of living Council tax and council ¢ Council tax and council ¢ State of roads/potholes Immigration/asylum hot: Cost of living State of NHS/local hospi

40% 39%

37%

Immigration/asylum hot

Council tax and council ¢ State of roads/potholes State of NHS/local hospi Council tax and council ¢

Council tax and council £ State of NHS/local hospi State of roads/potholes

31% 30%

38% 28%
State of roads/potholes Crime /ASB Immigration/asylum hot State of roads/potholes State of NHS/local hospi Crime / ASB Climate change/environ Cost of living
H 27% 30% 27% 30% H 28%
State of NHS/local hospi Housing (affordability, he Crime / ASB The cost of living Crime / ASB Performance of Labour ¢ Council tax and council ¢ Council tax and council ¢
The cost of living State of NHS/local hospi The cost of living Social care The cost of living The cost of living Public transport Crime / ASB

YouGov for Persuasion UK, 22nd April-5th May 2026, n=2153 English voters - only respondents with local elections being held in their area. " persuasion UK



England: values of each LE2026 voter group

Respondents were asked to place themselves on a scale of 1-10 on four key issues, the dots below represent the average

score of each group

Group

@ Allvoters (England LE2026)
@ConLE26

@®LabLE26

@ Lib Dem LE26

@ Reform LE26

@ Green LE26

Culture: immigration has benefited society (1)
vs Immigration has undermined society (10)

Econ: inequality is too high, redistribute
income (1) vs Reduce taxes on richest and job
creators (10)

Disruption: our institutions work ok, protect
them (1) vs Institutions need radical overhaul
(10)

EU: rejoin EU (1) vs stay outside (10)

YouGov for Persuasion UK, 22nd April-5th May 2026, n=2153 English voters - only respondents with local elections being held in

their area.

C A @ ® ® @
e o o e o
e & @ @
®0 & @ &
3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

€ More left leaning | More right leaning >

" Persuasion UK



% of those saying tactical voting (wanting to vote for a party best placed to stop
another party winning) had some part in their vote choice

Voters were asked on a scale of 1-10 how much their vote was about stopping another party (1), and how much
it was it was about them believing in the party they voted for (10). The % below are those who put themselves
at 1-6 on this scale.
In England, Labour and Lib Dem voters were more likely to be voting tactically.

England

AlILE26 voters - England

All Labour 24 - left party defectors

All Labour 24 defectors

E

Independent LE2026 _
E
.

"You previously told us that you plan to vote for X. Is this more because you want to stop a
particular party winning in your area or because you believe in what X are standing for? 1 -
More because | want to stop a particular party winning in my area / 10 - More because |
believe in what X are standing for. / Don't know"

YouGov for Persuasion UK, 22nd April-5th May 2026, n=2153 English voters - only
respondents with local elections being held in their area.

I Persuasion UK



II“ Who were tactical voters trying to stop most?

Figures below show that within the 29% of voters in England who voted partly or
entirely tactically, most were trying to stop Reform winning in their area

@ Conservative @ Labour @ Lib Dem [ Reform UK @ Green @Independent = Some other party
All tactical voters Con 26 tactical voters Lab 2026 tactical voters

0%

/8%

LD 26 tactical voters Reform 26 tactical voters Green 26 tactical voters

" Persuasion Uk



II“ Where tactical voters get information on who is best placed to beat their least favourite party?

"You have told us that you are intending to vote X, in part tactically to stop Y. What source of information has been most important to you in
suggesting that X are best placed locally to beat Y in your area? Choose up to 2."

All tactical voters Con 26 tactical voters Lab 2026 tactical voters

Their performance in my area at the last local

) . election
Their performance in my area at the last general

election
Their performance in the polls

%
3%
B 5%

Word of mouth locally / online

Information I've seen on a leaflet

Other

Can't remember / Don't know

LD 26 tactical voters Reform 26 tactical voters

o
']
-
N
P~ 3
2 2
O
o,
8
<
2
»

Their performance in my area at the last local 50% w

Thei p : hel electior}
eir performance in my area at the last genera T

election

27%

Their performance in the polls

Word of mouth locally / online

4%

15%
10%
Information I've seen on a leaflet "%
Other 15%
7%

Can't remember / Don't know

YouGov for Persuasion UK, 22nd April-5th May 2026, n=2153 English voters - only respondents with local elections being held ] )
in their area. I Persuasion UK



1. England /London

1.2 Labour



rather than locally

Labour defection: national or local factors? (England LE26)
Most English defector groups are driven by dissatisfaction with Labour nationally

"You previously told us that you voted for Labour at the last general election, and you are now
indicating that you won't do so at the 2026 elections. Which of the below, if any, comes closest to

describing why you have changed your vote?"

Mostly unhappy with Labour
nationally / Keir Starmer as PM

Equal mix of the two

None of the above

Mostly unhappy with local
Labour Party in my area

Don't know

Mostly unhappy with Labour
nationally / Keir Starmer as PM

Equal mix of the two

None of the above

Mostly unhappy with local
Labour Party in my area

Don't know

All Labour 2024
defectors

Lab—Lib Dem

All defectors to
left parties
(Green, LD)

All defectors to
right parties
(Con, Reform)

-
.26%

Lab—Green

-
- 29%

YouGov for Persuasion UK, 22nd April-5th May 2026, n=2153 English voters - only
respondents with local elections being held in their area.

Asked only of 2024 Labour voters who do not currently intend to vote Labour in

2026 local elections.

| 4% . 18%
I10% | &%
| 3% 1%
8%
1%
I Persuasion UK



II Stated reasons NOT to vote Labour - LE26 voters in England

Labour switchers, esp left switchers, tend to cite Labour as being 'Tory lite, Labour right switchers cite u-turns and immigration/small boats. For the non-Labour population at large, it's competence, cost of living
and migration.

"Below are some reasons some people have given us for why they do not intend to vote for Labour at the local elections this year. Please pick up to five reasons which are closest to your own.”

Considered Lab but didn't vote for Labour 2024 > Green, Lib Dem 2026
Allnon-Lab voters them

They have been incompetent in government - broken promises
and U-turns

They have mismanaged the economy and the cost of living is still
too high

They are too soft on immigration and the small boats

Keir Starmer is a weak leader and not credible as Prime Minister 4

Labour 2024 > Reform, Con

They give too much to people on benefits and not enough to
working people

They have raised taxes on working people

It's not clear what Labour stands for anymore

Labour politicians have shown poor standards in public life
(Reeves, Rayner etc.)

They have become "Tory-lite" and abandoned traditional Labour
values

Their treatment of pensioners (incl. the Winter Fuel Payment)

Their Net Zero polici ing the

Their support for Israel / their stance on Gaza

They are too left wing / too woke

They have copied Reform's rhetoric on immigration
Ido not trust them to run local public services

Lab: ils have not deliv where | live

Their treatment of disabled people and welfare cuts

Don't know

I worry that they can't win in my area - so voting for them would
be awasted vote

They have not di h on climate chang:

Their local transport policies (LTNs, 20mph, cycle lanes) ﬁ
Their of people %

The low quality of their local candidates E!

Other ﬁ(

“YouGov for Persuasion UK, 22nd April-5th May 2026, n=2153 English voters - only respondents with local elections being held in their area. l“ Pe . UK
Options based on open responses from baseline survey and focus group insights. rsuasion

N VUL

??E?ﬁﬁ?iﬂﬂi@i?ﬁiﬁiiﬂﬁﬂli ;:‘




Stated reasons to vote Labour [Lab 26 voters only]

"You said you plan to vote Labour at the local elections. Below are some reasons people have given us for voting Labour. Please pick up to
three reasons closest to your own."

To keep Reform UK and the Conservatives out of
local government

| trust Labour to improve the NHS, schools and
public services

Keir Starmer and the Labour government need
more time to deliver - it's too early to punish them

Their policies and values are closest to my own

The Labour-run council in my area has done a
good job

Labour councillors or candidates do good work for
the area

None of the other parties is a credible choice
They are the best of a bad bunch

Keir Starmer is the best leader on offer

Labour best represents working people like me
I've always voted Labour

Other

They care about the cost of living

Don't know

YouGov for Persuasion UK, 22nd April-5th May 2026, n=2153 English voters - only respondents with local elections being held in their area. |||| ion UK
Response options built on open response and focus group insight in preliminary work. Persuasion



Respondents were asked to place themselves on a scale of 1-10 on four key issues, the dots below represent the average
score of each group

The Labour base is split on cultured but fairly united on economics. The Reform coalition is fairly together on most topics but
Lab/Reform voters are more economically to the left.

II“ England: values of each LE2026 SWING group (Lab + Reform)

Group

@ All voters (England LE2026)

@ Lab base (LE26)

@ Labour defectors to left (Green, LD)
@ Labour defectors to Reform

@ All new Reform voters since GE24
@ Reform base (GE24)

Culture: immigration has benefited

society (1) vs Immigration has 0 @ < @

undermined society (10)

Disruption: our institutions work ok,

protect them (1) vs Institutions need H_.—'

radical overhaul (10)

Econ: inequality is too high, redistribute

income (1) vs Reduce taxes on richest O—8 “ 7 ]

and job creators (10)

EU: rejoin EU (1) vs stay outside (10) & < S @ €

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
€ More left leaning | More right leaning >

YouGov for Persuasion UK, 22nd April-5th May 2026, n=2153 English voters - only respondents with local Il .
elections being held in their area. II Persuasion UK



II“ England: where Labour defectors place themselves, where they place Labour

Respondents were asked to place themselves and where they perceive Labour to be on a scale of 1-10 on four key issues, the
dots below represent the average score of each group

The biggest perceived difference between where Labour defectors place their own values and where they place Labour's is
on economic egalitarianism - they perceive the party to be to the right of them, and to the right of centre, on these
questions.

Group
@ Where Labour defectors place themselves
@ Where Labour defectors place Labour

Inequality too high, tax the rich (1) =
Reduce taxes on richest (10) . '.
Rejoin the EU (1) — Stay outside the EU
(10) @ o
Immigration benefits us (1) = E ‘
Immigration undermines us (10)
Our institutions OK (1) = Need radical
overhaul (10) - @

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
€ More left| more right >

YouGov for Persuasion UK, 22nd April-5th May 2026, n=2153 English voters - only respondents with local Il 2
elections being held in their area. II Persuasion UK



1. England /London

1.3 Reform



Stated reasons for voting Reform [Reform 2026 voters only]

"You said you plan to vote Reform at the local elections. Below are some reasons people have given us for voting Reform. Please pick up to three
reasons closest to your own."

New Reform voters: Reform 2026
All Reform votersat LE2026 but not at GE2024 Labour 2024 — Reform 2026

To take a tougher approach to immigration and
asylum

69%

o
(-]
R

To stand up for British values and for ordinary
British people

The main parties - Labour and Conservatives -
have all failed and we need a change

To scrap Net Zero and the green agenda

They are saying the things other politicians are
too afraid to say

To get Labour out - especially to send a
message to Keir Starmer

HEHEE
- iy

-
(/]
R

Their policies and values are closest to my own

Reform would cut taxes and reduce
government spending

Nigel Farage is the best leader on offer

They are the best of a bad bunch

Ll &

To scrap Low Traffic Neighbourhoods (LTNs),
low emission zones and 20mph speed limits

Other

Don't know

YouGov for Persuasion UK, 22nd April-5th May 2026, n=2153 English voters - only respondents with local elections being held in [} .
their area. " Persuasion Uk



Reasons NOT to vote Reform UK
For target voters, concerns over Farage and inexperience dominate. For the wider population, it's Farage also but worries about racism and Trump.
"Below are some reasons some people have given us for why they do not intend to vote for the Greens at the local elections this year. Please pick up to five reasons which are closest to your own."

All non-Reform voters Considered Reform but didn't vote for them in 2026

Nigel Farage is not thy - he'sa ho say thing and
does another

They are a racist and xenophobic party

They stoke division and hatred in society

They are far-right / fascist in their views

N

I“l g

They are too close to Donald Trump and MAGA politics

They would privatise the NHS

They are funded by billionaires and don't represent ordinary people

W |
@

N
@

They don't really have any policies - just sl and

Their views on immigration are too extreme

Their views on women, LGBT people and minorities

They are inexperienced and untested - they have never run anything

|

They are just ex-Tories under a different name

The low quality of their local candidates and poor vetting

Where Reform have taken control of councils, they have not delivered

Their views on climate change and Net Zero

Don't know

xR

| just prefer another party

T l o
R

I worry that they can't win in my area - so voting for them would be a wasted
vote

«
R

Other

YouGov for Persuasion UK, 22nd April-5th May 2026, n=2153 English voters - only respondents with local elections being held in their area. IIII Persuasion UK



Top demographic and issue differences between Con-to-Reform switchers and loyal Con LE26 voters (percentage point)

This works by comparing Con-to-Reform switchers and Con 26 voters across demographics and issue priorities and and looking at the differences. The figures below are

relative not absolute.

Con to Reform switchers are much more likely to prioritise the issue of immigration and asylum than Con LE26 voters, whereas Con LE26 voters tend to be slightly higher educated than Con
defectors and in this election were more concerned with local services

Con 24 to Reform switchers - top distinguishing features vs loyal Con LE26 voters

Top LE issue: immigration and
asylum

Age: 65-74

Retired

Top LE issue: the performance of
the Labour governmentin
Westminster

Level 3 qualifications

Own outright

Class: Lower supervisory and
technical occupations

Class: Intermediate occupations

Class: Routine occupations

White British

+45%

+19%

+16%

+13%

+13%

+9%

+9%

!I

+9

+8%

Loyal Con 26 voters - top distinguishing features vs Con 24 to Reform switchers

Level 4 education and above

Class: lower managerial,
administrative

Top LE issue: the state of roads and
potholes

Top LE issue: bin collections and
local services

Privately rent

In work: part time

In work: full time

Top LE issue: housing affordability

Top LE issue: council tax and how
councils spend money

Age: 55-64

||“ Persuasion UK



Respondents were asked to place themselves on a scale of 1-10 on four key issues, the dots below represent the average
score of each group

The Labour base is split on cultured but fairly united on economics. The Reform coalition is fairly together on most topics but
Lab/Reform voters are more economically to the left.

II“ England: values of each LE2026 SWING group (Lab + Reform)

Group

@ All voters (England LE2026)

@ Lab base (LE26)

@ Labour defectors to left (Green, LD)
@ Labour defectors to Reform

@ All new Reform voters since GE24
@ Reform base (GE24)

Culture: immigration has benefited

society (1) vs Immigration has 0 @ < @

undermined society (10)

Disruption: our institutions work ok,

protect them (1) vs Institutions need H_.—'

radical overhaul (10)

Econ: inequality is too high, redistribute

income (1) vs Reduce taxes on richest O—8 “ 7 ]

and job creators (10)

EU: rejoin EU (1) vs stay outside (10) & < S @ €

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
€ More left leaning | More right leaning >

YouGov for Persuasion UK, 22nd April-5th May 2026, n=2153 English voters - only respondents with local Il .
elections being held in their area. II Persuasion UK



1. England /London

14 Greens



Stated reasons for voting Green [Green 2026 voters only]

"You said you plan to vote Green at the local elections. Below are some reasons people have given us for voting Green. Please pick up to three
reasons closest to your own.”

All Green LE2026 Lab 24 — Green 2026

Their policies and values are closest to my own

Their commitment to tackling climate change
and protecting the environment

They want to tax the rich and redistribute wealth

They are the only genuinely left-wing /
progressive party on offer

They would take water, rail and other utilities
back into public ownership

To send a message against Reform UK and the
rise of the far right

Local Green councillors or candidates do good
work for the area

Their support for trans rights and other
minorities

Zack Polanski is the best leader on offer
Their stance on Gaza and Palestine

They care about the cost of living

They are the best of a bad bunch

To send a message to Labour / Keir Starmer that
they've taken left-leaning voters for granted

They care about housing and rent

Other

Don'tknow

YouGov for Persuasion UK, 22nd April-5th May 2026, n=2153 English voters - only respondents with local elections being held in their Il 5
area. " Persuasion Uk



Stated reasons NOT to vote Green
For target voters, concerns about splitting the anti-Reform vote predominate. For voters at large, it's migration, 'naivety' and Polanski.
"Below are some reasons some people have given us for why they do not intend to vote for the Greens at the local elections this year. Please pick up to five reasons which are closest to your own.”

All non-Green voters Considered Green but didn't vote for them in 2026
They are too soft on immigration / support open borders

Their policies are unrealistic and naive

“

Zack Polanski is not a credible or strong leader

They are obsessed with Gaza and Palestine at the expense of other
issues

Antisemitism in the party / their courting of the Muslim vote

They have no experience of government and wouldn't know how to
run things

=
3
R

It's not clear what they would lly doinlocal g

|]

They don'tur d the orb

Their stance on defence, NATO and nuclear weapons

@
R

They are too left wing for me

They would be bad for the economy and raise taxes

lissues and b a
generic left-wing party
Voting Green would split the progressive vote and let Reform or the
Conservatives in

They have moved away from

Ia
*!

1

Don't know

Their policies on drugs and leg

Their transport policies (anti-car, LTNs, 20mph)

I worry that they can't win in my area - so voting for them would be a
wasted vote

They are anti-nuclear energy

Their views on transgender and gender issues

@
Im
R

| just prefer another party

They only care about the environment and not other issues

Greens in local government have been ineffective / NIMBYish

Q
l
®
R

Other

YouGov for Persuasion UK, 22nd April-5th May 2026, n=2153 English voters - only respondents with local elections being held in their area. |'| Persuasion UK



1. England /London

1.5 Next general election



Current general election voting intent of different local election 2026 voter groups - England
"If there was a general election tomorrow, how would you vote?"

Reform UK
Green
Conservative
Labour

Lib Dem

Don't know

Some other party
Would not vote

Reform UK
Green
Conservative
Labour

Lib Dem

Don't know

Some other party
Would not vote

YouGov for Persuasion UK, 22nd April-5th May 2026, n=2153 English voters - only respondents with local

AlILE2026
voters

B 22
| k1
W 13%
W 6%
B 10%
2%

| 4%
4%

Labour 2024 to
Green LE2
defectors

0%
I 7o
0%
W12
1%
8%
1%
0%

elections being held in their area.

ConLE2026

I s%

0%
I s
| 1%

1%
| 4%

[1%

1%

Labour 2024 to
Lib Dem LE26
defectors

1%
| 3%
| 2%
I 24
B
2%

0%

0%

Lab LE2026

0%
7

1%
I s
| 2%

| 3%

0%

| 1%

Labour 2024 to
ConLE2026
defectors

0%
I5%

I 725
B 2%

0%

2%

0%

0%

Lab24 to
LE2026 Reform
defectors

I 57
0%
| 4%
0%
0%
5%
| 4%
0%

ReformLE2026 GreenLE2026
I o3 0%
0% I 5
| 2% 0%
0% 7%
0% | 3%
| 1% | 4%
3% %
%
Reform
LE2026, not
All2024 Lab Reform
defectors GE2024
W 2% I o
I 38 0%
I 6% | 4%
Bl 4% 0%
W 12% 0%
B 0% | 3%
| 3% | 4%
I 5% | 1%
IV Persuasion UK



Consideration sets: what % of each voter group are open to voting for each party at the
next General Wlection?

Labour defectors to the left are far more open to returning than Labour defectors to the right,
whilst about a third of the Reform vote is open to the Conservatives. The Labour base remains
vulnerable to greater defection to the left.

"How willing are you to vote for these parties at the next UK-wide general election, on a scale of 1-107"- a
respondent is counted as willing to vote for a party if they put themselves at 6 or above out of 10

AIILE2026
electorate ConLE2026 LabLE26 LD LE26 Reform LE26
% open to voting...
Labour [ 28% 5% P eo% [ 40% 0%
Conservative [ 27% I sos 6% I 18% B 35%
LibDem |l 28% B 12% I 36% o es% (3%
Reform UK [ 29% B 24% | 2% [ 9% T 9e%
Green [ 33% | 5% B 42% 36% | 2%
F—— === === === === ====== 1
| AllLabour2024  AllLabour 2024 I NewReform
1 defectorsto LEFT  defectorsto | voters (Reform
| InLE2026 (Green, RIGHTinLE2026  AllLab2024 ,  LE2026,not
Green LE26 " Lib Dem) (Con, Reform) defectors I Reform GE2024)
% open to voting... 1 |
| I 1
Labour [l 32% [ sT% 1% s, %
Conservative |2% 1 13% B 39% 0% 1 D a2%
LibDem [l 30% 1 | 51% | RLUA B 41% 1 |5%
Reform UK | 1% | 2% I 55% B 13% I D 94%
creen [ 9415 | 79% 4% I : | 3%
e o o o e o o e e e e o e e e o e o el
YouGov for Persuasion UK, 22nd April-5th May 2026, n=2153 English voters - onl i
# y ¢ Y " persuasion UK

respondents with local elections being held in their area.



II“ Support for Net Zero 2050

"The Net Zero target is a target set by the government to reach zero greenhouse gas emissions by
2050 at the latest, balancing any carbon emissions that are produced with carbon-reducing
measures, in order to reduce the risks from climate change. Do you support or oppose the UK's target
of becoming Net Zero by 20507"

@ Strongly support £ Somewhat support # Somewhat oppose B Strongly oppose " Don't know

Al LE2026 voters
Con 26

Lab 26

LD 26

Reform 26

Green 26

Labour 2024 defectorsto LEFT
(Greens, LDs)

Labour 2024 defectors to RIGHT
(Reform, Con)

All Lab 24 defectors

YouGov for Persuasion UK, 22nd April-5th May 2026, n=2153 English voters - only |||| e
respondents with local elections being held in their area. Persuasion UK



2. Scotland

Scottish parliament elections



2. Scotland

21 Voter flows and basics



II“ General election 2024 2 Holyrood 2026 voter flows
@ Conservative 2026
@ Labour 2026
 Lib Dem 2026
SNP 2026
Reform UK 2026

B Green 2026
~ Non voter 2026

Conservative 2024
Labour 2024

Lib Dem 2024
SNP 2024

Reform UK 2024
Green 2024

Did not vote 2024

YouGov for Persuasion UK, 24th April-5th May 2026, 1603 Scottish adults. " persuasion UK



II“ 2026 Scottish constituency vote by lib-con/indy blocs - and change in share vs GE2024

Scottish Conservative and Unionist

Scottish Labour

Scottish Liberal Democrat

Scottish National Party (SNP)

Reform UK

Scottish Greens

Scottish Conservative and Unionist

Scottish Labour

Scottish Liberal Democrat

Scottish National Party (SNP)

Reform UK

Scottish Greens

Social conservatism defined as positive or negative attitudes to immigration. Independence attitudes determined by answer to current

2026: Socially liberal, pro
Indy (30% of Scotland

1%

6%

2

3

Change vs 2024: Socially
liberal, pro Indy

2026: socially liberal, anti
Indy (18%)

@
=8
3
«
=

Change vs 2024: Socially
liberal, anti Indy

(0%
=
:

-

2026: socially conservative,
pro Indy (17%

1%

4%

5%

Change vs 2024: socially
conservative, pro Indy

=3

1%

intention in a second Indy referendum, or among don't knows where they put themselves on a 1-10 scale on that question.

2026: socially conservative,
anti Indy (35%)

22%

lm
s
=

Change vs 2024: socially
conservative, anti Indy

a2 '@'ﬁﬁ

" Persuasion Uk



Motivations to vote - Scotland

"And if you do vote in the local elections on 7th May, will you be.."

@ Mostly on issues under control of Scottish parliament
Mostly to send a signal to UK government

@ Mostly to stop another party winning in my area
None of these

@ Don't know

0

g
%

All sample

Con 2026

g

Lab 2026

B
®
2

Lib Dem 2026

g

SNP 2026

R
‘

Reform 2026

§

Lab 24 — SNP 2026 defectors

3

Lab 23 —+ Reform/Con 2026
arectors | 4 T |
New Reform voters (Reform 2026, |
rotrerorm ce2s) | 3% O
YouGov for Persuasion UK, 24th April-5th May 2026, 1,603 Scottish adults. |||| Poisiislbi UK

Graph excludes those answering 'n/a - i don't plan to vote'



Top 5 local issues facing each voter group coming into election (Scotland)

"Which of the following, if any, are MOST likely to shape your vote at the local elections, if you do vote? Please select up to three options."Respondents saw list of up to 20
options - for ease of visualisation we are showing the top 5 from each voter category.

All Scottish voters

Cost of living

NHS

Immigration/asylum

UK-EU relationship

Scotland's constitutiona

18%

YouGov for Persuasion UK, 24th April-5th May 2026, 1603 Scottish adults.

SNP 2026

Cost of living

UK-EU relationship

Scotland's constitutiona

NHS

33%

Climate change/environ

9%

-

Labour 2026

Cost of livin

Education

UK-EU relationship

Immigration/asylum

17%

Reform 2026

Immigration/asylum

Cost of living

38%

Future of the North Sea i

18%

Lib Dem 2026
NHS

Cost of living

UK-EU relationship

Immigration/asylum

%

Education

18%

Conservative 2026

NHS

44%

Cost of living

40%

Future of the North Sea i

Immigration/asylum

33%

Tax

28%

All Labour 2024
defectors in 2026

Cost of living

Immigration/asylum

UK-EU relationship

Scotland's constitutiona

New Reform voters
(Reform 2026, not
Reform GE24)

Immigration/asylum

Cost of livin

Future of the North Sea i

z

HS

Defence/ecurity

8%

-

Political corruption

||“ Persuasion UK



II“ % of all voters - and a party's 2026 voters - who say they have a 'very clear’
idea what this party stands for

"Regardless of whether you like them or intend to vote for them, do you have a clear sense
of what these political parties stand for or not?"

Voters are least clear on what Scottish Labour and Scottish Liberal Democrats stand for - they also have
the lowest % of their own voters who say this is very clear

Allvoters This party's own voters (2026 Holyrood)
% saying it's 'very clear' what this party stands for...

SNP
Reform UK 64%
Scottish Greens
Scottish Conservatives 49

Scottish Labour

Scottish Liberal Democrats

| !|!

YouGov for Persuasion UK, 24th April-5th May 2026, 1603 Scottish adults. " persuasion UK



II“ Values of each 2026 voter group

Respondents were asked to place themselves on a scale of 1-10 on five key issues, the dots below
represent the average score of each group

@ Allvoters @ Con 2026 @ Green @ Lab2026 = Lib Dem 2026 @ Reform 2026 @ SNP 2026

Const: Independence for Scotland :
(1) vs stay in UK with fewer powers ) @ Y ) ® o ®
(10) :

Culture: immigration has benefited

society (1) vs Immigration has ‘ )
undermined society (10) ® - ® -

Disruption: our institutions work ok,
protect them (1) vs Institutions need : 269 @
radical overhaul (10)

Econ: inequality is too high,
redistribute income (1) vs Reduce ® o & ® ©
taxes on richest and job creators...

EU: rejoin EU (1) vs stay outside (10) Ee ) . J ® @

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

€more progressive | more right leaning >

YouGov for Persuasion UK, 24th April-5th May 2026, 1603 Scottish adults. ||“ Persuasion UK



2. Scotland
2.2 Labour



II“ Labour defection: UK or Scottish factors? (Scotland LE26)

Most English defector groups are driven by dissatisfaction with Labour nationally rather than
locally

"You previously told us that you voted for Labour at the last general election, and you are now indicating that
you won't do so at the 2026 elections. Which of the below, if any, comes closest to describing why you have

changed your vote?"
Lab24 —
AliLab24 Lab24 — SNP 26 Reform/Con Lab 249 Lib Dem
defectorsin2026 defectors defectors 26 26

Mostly unhappy with UK Labour and
Keir Starmer 43% 32% 65% 44%
Equal mix of the two . 2% 32% l 19% l 21%

None of the above l 21% 2% I 1% 18%
Mostly unhappy with Scottish
Labour and Anas Sarwar 8% % 5% 12%
Don't know I 8% 3% 0% I 5%

YouGov for Persuasion UK, 24th April-5th May 2026, 1,603 Scottish adults.
Asked only of 2024 Labour voters who do not currently intend to vote Labour in 2026 local II“ Persuasion UK
elections.



Reasons NOT to vote Scottish Labour

Perceived proximity to UK Labour is mostly what has harmed Scottish Labour
"Below are some reasons some people have given us for why they do not intend to vote for Scottish Labour at the Holyrood elections this year. Please pick up to five reasons which are closest to your own. "

Allnon-Lab voters

All Labour 2024 defectors Lab—+SNP defectors Lab—+Right defectors

The performance of the UK Labour government has been poor and it puts me off
Scottish Labour

o=
£

.

£

I don't trust them to keep to their promises / too many broken promises
Scottish Labour are too controlled by the UK Labour party in Westminster
It's not clear enough what Scottish Labour would do differently if they won

| support Scottish independence and Labour oppose it
| do not trust them to run public services

Anas Sarwar is not a strong or credible leader

Their views on immigration

| just prefer another party

They are the party of higher taxes

Their views on Gaza / Palestine / Israel

Their views on North Sea oil

*®

“HPju"eEgEHHRER [

.
3
E
|
g
H
§
g
]
B
3

_n-ﬁﬂnﬂiﬂiiﬁiﬁiiiﬁiiii

5

Their views on welfare

They are just too right-wing for me

Their views on climate change / Net Zero

They are just too left-wing for me

They are not Scottish enough

Their views on transgender issues

| worry that they can't win in my area - so voting for them would be a wasted vote
The low quality of their local candidates

They don't defend the Union enough

Other I

YouGov for Persuasion UK, 24th April-5th May 2026, 1603 Scottish adults. IV Persuasion UK



|||| STATED REASONS FOR VOTING LABOUR - HOLYROOD 2026

All Labour voters at 2026 elections

To get the SNP out of government after
nearly 20 years

The country needs change - the SNP has
been in power too long

| oppose Scottish independence and want a
party that will rule it out

To keep Reform UK and the Conservatives
out of Holyrood

They are the best of a bad bunch

Scottish Labour is the party best placed to
defeat the SNP in my constituency

Their policies and values are closest to my
own

| want Holyrood and Westminster to work
together rather than be in conflict

| trust Scottish Labour to improve the NHS,
schools and public services

Scottish Labour best represents working
people like me

I've always voted Labour

Anas Sarwar is the best leader on offer

None of the other parties is a credible choice
Other

Don't know

I Persuasion UK



II“ Values of different parts of Scottish Labour coalition

The Labour coalition is fractured on questions of independence and migration, but fairly united in being pro-EU and
economically left leaning. The exception are Lab 24 switchers to Reform/Con, who are distinct from the rest of the
Labour electoral universe on most issues.

Respondents were asked to place themselves on a scale of 1-10 on five key issues, the dots below represent the average score of each group

@ All Scottish voters
All voters open to both Labour and SNP at next general election
@ Defectors from Labour since 2024 (all)
@ Lab 2024 - Reform/Con 2026 defectors
@ Lab 24 - SNP 26 defectors
@ Labour base (2026 vote)

Const: Independence for Scotland (1) vs stay in
UK with fewer powers (10) [ [ )

Culture: immigration has benefited society (1)
vs Immigration has undermined society (10) @ [ o0 ®

Disruption: our institutions work ok, protect
them (1) vs Institutions need radical overhaul e O ®
(10)

Econ: inequality is too high, redistribute income
(1) vs Reduce taxes on richest and job creators =) o e -]
(10)

EU: rejoin EU (1) vs stay outside (10) =] ®) @

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

€more progressive | more right leaning >

YouGov for Persuasion UK, 24th April-5th May 2026, 1603 Scottish adults. " persuasion UK



"Imagine the UK Labour party adopted these positions. Would it make you more likely to vote for them,
less likely or make no difference either way?"

If they were to support far
If they were to support far greater taxes on the
g:;aéer powers for the richest to be spenton
If they were to support ish Parliament If they were to support social investment and
Scottish independence ('devo-max’') re-joining the EU public services
More likely to vote for them 38%
No difference either way 38%

Less likely to vote for them

Don'tknow K34

YouGov for Persuasion UK, 24th April-5th May 2026, 1603 Scottish adults. M persuasion UK



II“ Scottish independence and EU/Brexit - importance of issue and strength of view

Labour/SNP swing voters are pro-independence but they care about it less than the SNP base. Meanwhile,
they prioritise their pro-EU position above their pro-Independence position, again unlike the SNP base.

Question wording: 'Relative to other issues, on a scale of 1to 10, how important are the below issues to you?'/ And how
persuadable to a different opinion are you on this?'

Name

@ Allvoters

@ Labour/SNP swing voters
SNP base

Importance to you: your view on Scottish
independence (1- not at allimportant, 10 - . .
most important issue )

Importance to you: your view on Brexit (1- not
at all important, 10 - most important issue) . (

How persuadable to a different view are you?
On Scottish independence (1- notatall, 10 - _.
very much so) .

How persuadable to a different view are you?
On Brexit (1- not at all, 10 - very much so) .

2 25 3 35 4 45 5 55 6 6.5 7 75

€ Average score >

YouGov for Persuasion UK, 1st-11th April 2026, n=1456 Scottish adults, nationally representative. II“ Persuasion UK



Sarwar calling on Starmer to resign: what impact, if any?

"You may remember that in February 2026, Anas Sarwar called on Keir Starmer to resign as Prime Minister and leader of the
Labour party. From what you remember did this give you a more positive impression of Anas Sarwar, more negative or make no
difference either way?"

Sarwar's intervention is just about in positive territory, but it does not meaningfully change the overall calculus on the
Labour leader. There is some evidence it harmed him with Labour/SNP swing voters, but it's marginal.

@ More positive
No difference — was positive before and still is
I No difference — was negative before and still is
B More negative
Don't know
@ Not applicable — | do not remember this happened

Al Scottish voters 33% n 10%
Con 26 38% E
Lab26 22%

LD26

SNP 26

Reform 26

Green 26

Lab 24 —SNP defectors

Lab 24 —+Reform/Con defectors
All Lab 24 defectors 28% “ 12% n

. o2

I Persuasion UK

New Reform voters




2. Scotland
2.3 SNP



[| Topstated reasons for voting SNP

"You said you plan to vote SNP at the Scottish Parliament elections. Below are some reasons people have given us for voting SNP. Please pick
up to three reasons closest to your own."

All SNP 26 voters Lab 24 — SNP 26 defectors

They want Scotland to rejoin the European Union

They are the only credible route to Scottish
independence

Their record of delivery in government (free
prescriptions, free tuition, free bus travel, the baby
box etc.)

| don't want Labour, the Conservatives or Reform
running Scotland

To stand up to Westminster and protect Scotland
from decisions made in London

They are the only major party that puts Scotland's
interests first

Their progressive / social-democratic values align
with mine

They are the best-placed party to keep Reform UK
out of Holyrood

Their policies and values are closest to my own

They are the best of a bad bunch

They have done a competent job running
Scotland overall

John Swinney is the best leader on offer

I've always voted SNP

Other

Don't know

Option response list based on open ends from preliminary polling and focus groups. n“ Persuasion UK



“ Reasons NOT to vote SNP
"Below are some reasons some people have given us for why they do not intend to vote for the SNP at the Holyrood elections this year. Please pick up to five reasons which are closest to your

own. "
Considered SNP but didn't vote for them in 2026

%

‘H
:
Ié

7 Lol 2] | ]
]

8

3

i

@

They are too focused on the issue of Scottish independence

| oppose Scottish independence and the SNP support it

| don't trust them to keep to their promises / too many broken
promises

Their track record of delivery on the economy / public finances

The SNP have been in power for too long - we need a change

Their track record of delivery on public services

Financial scandals / inappropriate behaviour in public office

Scottish ferries fiasco

N
@
Ix

John Swinney is not a strong or credible leader

Their views on transgender issues

]
R

Their views on immigration

They have raised taxes too much

Don't know g3

| just prefer another party K33
It's not clear enough what the SNP would do if they won

They are just too left-wing for me

® @ © 3
X R

~
R

Their views on climate change / Net Zero

~
b

Their views on welfare

The low quality of their local candidates
Their views on Gaza / Palestine / Israel
Other

They are just too right-wing for me

| worry that they can't win in my area - so voting for them would be
awasted vote

—mmAapg

YouGov for Persuasion UK, 24th April-5th May 2026, 1603 Scottish adults. 'I Persuasion UK



2. Scotland
2.4 Reform



II“ Top reasons to vote Reform in Scotland

All Reform 2026 voters Lab 24 — Reform 26 switchers

To take a tougher approach to immigration and | 68%
asylum

To stand up for British values and for ordinary
British people

The main parties — Labour, Conservatives and
SNP — have all failed and we need a change

To get the SNP out of government in Scotland

To scrap Net Zero and the green agenda

They are saying the things other politicians are
too afraid to say

Their policies and values are closest to my own

To shake up the political system and send a
message to the other parties

Reform would cut taxes and reduce
government spending

Nigel Farage is the best leader on offer

They are the best of a bad bunch

They can't be any worse than the other parties
Other

Don't know

" Persuasion UK



“ Reasons NOT to vote Reform in Scotland

"Below are some reasons some people have given us for why they do not intend to vote for Reform UK at the Holyrood
elections this year. Please pick up to five reasons which are closest to your own. "

2
=
3
g
g
:
@

Considered Reform but didn't
They are racist / bigoted generally 233

I do notlike Nigel Farage &
| do not trust them to run public services ‘ €333
competently

They are too focused on the issue of
immigration

They are too sympathetic to Donald
Trump

33%

25%

They are divisive FZ¥3

I don't trust them to keep to their

. f 23%
promises / too many broken promises

Their views on the NHS 3

Their views on climate change / Net Zero

Don't know
It's not clear enough what Reform UK
would do differently if they won

They are too sympathetic to Vladimir
Putin

Malcolm Offord is not a strong or
credible leader

12%

B
X

The low quality of their local candidates g3
They are not Scottish enough

| just prefer another party

| worry that they can't win in my area - so
voting for them would be a wasted vote

a
R

Other

YouGov for Persuasion UK, 24th April-5th May 2026, 1603 Scottish adults. “Il Persuasion UK



2. Scotland

2.5 Scotland’s constitutional future



What 2026 Holyrood election outcome would represent a mandate for a second
independence referendum, if any?

"Finally, regardless of your views on independence, which of these election outcomes, if any, do you think
would represent a mandate?"

@ Would a represent mandate for a second indy ref @ Would NOT represent mandate for a second indy ref = Don't know

SNP majority — without any SNP minority — without any
coalition partner SNP coalition with the Greens coalition

oo TEHEE ~ EXRCE ~ I -
—— - W~ BN -
e~ B - W -

YouGov for Persuasion UK, 1st-11th April 2026, n=1456 Scottish adults, nationally representative. II“ Persuasion UK




Latest independence voting intent

"Moving on, if there were a referendum tomorrow on Scotland’s constitutional future and this was the question, how
would you vote? Should Scotland be an independent country?"

All voters Con 26 Lab 26 Lib Dem 26
Yes k{ 18% E 84%
| would not vote @EB (0%} |'1'.?3 1%
Don't know I‘i% 9% EB 9%
Reform 26 Green 26 Efﬁtzgwss‘l G t‘z‘lvl;;tgﬂ;sReforn\/Con o

No
| would not vote ﬁz
Don't know ﬁ

YouGov for Persuasion UK, 24th April-5th May 2026, 1603 Scottish adults. " persuasion UK
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II“ "Which of the following do you think represents the best path for Scotland's future?"

All Scotland
voters Con 2024 Lab 2024 Lib Dem 2024
A stronger Scotland in a changed e
- " hBritain 48% 60% m %
ings staying the same as they are
T = = o
Independence from the UK [EE3l | 1% B 18% 8%
Donitknow [ 12% | 22 B ox% 10%
All Labour
defectors (Labour
2024, not Labour Labour/SNP swing
SNP 2024 Reform 2024 @Holyrood 2026)  voters

A stronger Scotland in a changed

Britain 23% % m

Things staying the same as they are
 ow | 2% 10% | 2 ! 6%
Independence from the UK  69% 10% m 35%
Don'tknow | 7% 9% | 5% W 2%

YouGov for Persuasion UK, 24th April-5th May 2026, 1603 Scottish adults.
Labour/SNP swing voters = those currently open to voting both Labour and SNP are the next II“ Persuasion UK
general election (5 or above on a 1-10 scale of willingness)



"Below are a series of ideas that some have proposed. Regardless of which path you think is best for Scotland's future, which of these, if any, do you think
would most deliver 'a stronger Scotland in a changed Britain' if they were implemented. Please select up to three options."

All Labour

defectors

(Labour 2024,
All Scotland not Labour @ Labour/SNP
voters Con 2024 Lab 2024 Lib Dem 2024 SNP 2024 Reform 2024 Holyrood 2026) swing voters

Cutting waiting lists through cooperation between the Scottish and
English NHS

100,000 new jobs in the new industries

Replacing the unelected House of Lords with an elected senate with
full Scottish representation

8

BT

Devolving power out of London 27%

29902
Troagaegy
8

Halving child poverty in 10 years

27%

Land reform to deliver more affordable housing

Devolving decision making power from Edinburgh to local
communities

Don'tknow RI¥3

None of these K3

YouGov for Persuasion UK, 24th April-5th May 2026, 1,603 Scottish adults. ||“ Persuasion UK



II“ Scottish independence and EU/Brexit - importance of issue and strength of view

Question wording: Relative to other issues, on a scale of 1to 10, how important are the below issues to
you?'/ And how persuadable to a different opinion are you on this?"

Name
@ All voters
@ Con/Reform swing
@ Labour 2024 - dont know 2026
@ Labour/Reform swing
@ Labour/SNP swing
SNP base (GE 2024 vote)

Importance to you: your view on
Scottish independence (1- notat all
important, 10 - most important issue ) ‘“ ‘ ‘

Importance to you: your view on

Brexit (1- not at all important, 10 - . . . (

most important issue)

How persuadable to a different view

are you? On Scottish independence (1 .. . . .

- not at all, 10 - very much so)

How persuadable to a different view

are you? On Brexit (1 - not at all, 10 - . “ .

very much so)

1 15 2 25 3 35 4 45 5 55 6 65 7 75 8
€ Average score >

YouGov for Persuasion UK, 1st-11th April 2026, n=1456 Scottish adults, nationally representative. II“ Persuasion UK



2. Scotland
2.6 North Sea Oil



Net Zero top line support

"The Net Zero target is a target set by the government to reach zero greenhouse gas emissions by
2050 at the latest, balancing any carbon emissions that are produced with carbon-reducing
measures, in order to reduce the risks from climate change. Do you support or oppose the UK's target
of becoming Net Zero by 20507 "

@ Strongly support ! Somewhat support @ Somewhat oppose @ Strongly oppose = Don't know

oo [ N o BTN+~

“_-m ™
a2 Rtormicon s ecrs (SR Ik

YouGov for Persuasion UK, 24th April-5th May 2026, 1603 Scottish adults. II“ Persuasion UK



North Sea oil licenses - top line attitudes to Govt position

"As you may know, as part of its commitment to tackling climate change, the UK Labour government

has pledged to not allow licenses for future oil and gas drilling in the North Sea, although existing
projects will continue. Do you think this is the right or wrong thing to do at this time?"

Wrong thing to do at this time
Right thing to do at this time
Don't know

Neither

Wrong thing to do at this time
Right thing to do at this time
Don't know

Neither

Wrong thing to do at this time
Right thing to do at this time
Don't know

Neither

All Scottish adults  Lab24to SNP 26

El EN

- 18% . 15%
| 6% l 9%
Conservative Scottish Labour

la%
la%

. 18%

| 1% B3

Scottish Greens Reform UK

m
E

| 23 | B3

| 5% B2

Lab 24 to Reform
26 Con to Reform

l 10%

| 2% | 3
Scottish Liberal
Democrat SNP

Ex
. 13%

|4%

" Persuasion UK



North Sea oil licenses - salience of position

"And how important, if at all, is the issue of North Sea oil licenses to your vote at the 2026 Holyrood elections?"

Itis one of the most important issues
shaping my vote

Itis important but not one of my top issues
Itis notimportant to me at all

Don't know

Itis one of the most important issues
shaping my vote

Itis important but not one of my top issues
Itis notimportant to me at all

Don't know

Itis one of the most important issues
shaping my vote

Itis important but not one of my top issues m

Itis notimportant to me at all

Don't know

All Scottish adults

. 13%

Lab 24 to Reform 26

Scottish Liberal
Democrat

ls%

.8%

Those who support
ending drilling
licenses

I 7%
ls%

Con to Reform

Those who oppose
ending drilling
licenses

58%

7%

Conservative

Scottish Greens

5%

| ﬁ

Lab24to SNP 26

.9%

58%

|2%

Scottish Labour

ls%

Reform UK

. 10%
I 4%

I Persuasion UK



2. Scotland

2.7 Next general election



Consideration sets: what % of each voter group are open to voting for each party at
the next general election?

"How willing are you to vote for these parties at the next UK-wide general election, on a scale of 1-10?"- a
respondent is counted as willing to vote for a party if they put themselves at 6 or above out of 10

Allsample

% open to voting...

Labour

SNP
Conservative
Lib Dem
Reform UK
Green

I 20%
37
W 16%
W 2%
W 19%
B 27

Reform 2026

% open to voting...

Labour

SNP
Conservative
Lib Dem
Reform UK
Green

| 2%

| 2%

I 25%

4%
[, 95%

| 2%

Con 2026

6%

0%
I 93%
W 15%

N 28%

| 2%

Green 2026

B 22%
P 64%
0%

B 19%

| 2%

I o7

Lab 2026

I 8%
B 2%

17

I 3%

B ox%

1%

Lab24 — SNP 26
defectors

B 29%
T e
| 2%

[ 1ex%

| 1%

. 50%

YouGov for Persuasion UK, 24th April-5th May 2026, 1603 Scottish adults.

Lib Dem 2026
| 26%
L 24%
1 13%
' | 85%
| 5%
[ 1 32%

Lab 24 -defectors
to Reformor Con

Ns%

1%

I 51
Bnx

I 20

|3%

SNP 2026

~J

92%
1%
13%

49%

All Lab defectors
since GE24

I 23%
I 34%
B 19%
B 27
I 26%
I 29%

I persuasion UK



3. Wales

Senedd elections



3. Wales

3.1 Voter flows and basics



II“ Wales: General Election 2024 - Senedd election 2026 voter flows

@ Conservative
@ Labour
Lib Dem
Plaid Cymru
Reform UK
@ Green
@ WNV+Unlikely

Labour2024 | a% s AT
LibDem2024 [ IER 26% o LT
Plaid 2024 [} 74% o% |
Reform Uk 2024 []|/8% 76%
ez [ S

YouGov for Persuasion UK, 1556 Welsh adults 24th April - 5th May. "" Persuasion UK




II“ Tactical voting dynamics - Wales, Senedd elections

43% of Plaid voters report that their vote was partly or entirely tactical, and were overwhelmingly
motivated to stop Reform. This is especially true of Labour defectors to left parties, is largely
composed of Labour- Plaid switchers.

"You previously told us that you plan to vote for X. On a scale of 1-10, is this more because you want to
stop a particular party winning (1) in your constituency or because you believe in what X are standing
for? (10)"- tactical voters = those putting themselves at 1-5 on this scale.

% of tactical voters who are voting tactically
against Reform

All sample

Con 2026

Lab 2026

LD 2026

Plaid 2026

Reform 2026

Green 2026

Lab 24 — Left defectors
All Lab defectors

YouGov for Persuasion UK, 1556 Welsh adults 24th April - 5th May. " persuasion UK



II“ Motivations to vote - Wales

"And if you do vote in the local elections on 7th May, will you be.."

@ Mostly on issues under control of Senedd
Mostly to send a signal to UK government

@ Mostly to stop another party winning in my area
None of these

@ Don't know

Lib Dem 2026

g

Plaid 2026

‘
R

Reform 2026

g

Green 2026

2

Lab 24 defectors to left parties
Lab 24 defectors to right parties

All Lab defectors

N
X
8

New Reform voters

YouGov for Persuasion UK, 1,556 Welsh adults 24th April - 5th May |||| Pe ion UK
Graph excludes those answering 'n/a - i don't plan to vote' rsuasion



II“ Wales: values of each LE2026 voter group

Respondents were asked to place themselves on a scale of 1-10 on four key issues, the dots below represent the

average score of each group

Group

@ Allvoters
@®Con 2026

@ Labour 2026
@ Lib Dem 2026
@ Plaid 2026

@ Reform 2026
@ Green 2026

Econ: inequality is too high, redistribute
income (1) vs Reduce taxes on richest and
job creators (10)

Culture: immigration has benefited society
(1) vs Immigration has undermined society 2] [2)
(10)

EU: rejoin EU (1) vs stay outside (10) @& e

Disruption: our institutions work ok, protect
them (1) vs Institutions need radical
overhaul (10)

YouGov for Persuasion UK, 1,556 Welsh adults 24th April - 5th May

e o
@ @ @
L &
@ ]
6 7 8 9 10

I Persuasion UK



3. Wales

3.2 Plaid Cymru



Top reasons for voting Plaid Cymru

"You said you plan to vote Plaid Cymru at the Scottish Parliament elections. Below are some reasons people have given us for
voting Plaid. Please pick up to three reasons closest to your own.”

To keep Reform UK out of the Senedd

Plaid Cymru is the only party that truly puts
Wales first

They are the only party with a genuine
commitment to Wales standing up to...

To protect and promote the Welsh language
and Welsh culture

It's time for a change after so long under
Welsh Labour

Plaid is best placed to beat another party in
my area

| trust them to improve the NHS and public
services in Wales

Their values and policies are closest to my
own

| support Welsh independence, and Plaid is
the party for that

To send a message to Labour that they've
taken Wales for granted

Rhun ap lorwerth is the best leader on offer

Other

Don't know

All Plaid voters Labour 24 - Plaid 2026 switchers

20%

12%

I Persuasion UK



“ Top reasons not to vote Plaid

| oppose Welsh independence and they support
this

Don'tknow

They are too focused on issues relating to the
Welsh language

It's not clear enough what Plaid would do
differently if they won

They are too anti-English

I do not trust them to run public services

| don't trust them to keep to their promises
Their views on immigration

I just prefer another party

They are just too left-wing for me

Rhun ap lorwerth is not a credible or experienced
leader

Their views on climate change / Net Zero
They are the party of higher taxes

The low quality of their local candidates
Their views on welfare

Their views on transgender issues

Other

1 worry that they can't win - so voting for them
would be a wasted vote

Their views on Gaza/Palestine/Israel

They are just too right-wing for me

All non-Plaid voters

32%

%

%

N 9
R 3

19%

18%

-
R
I)E

=
8

10%

8%

5%

5%

@«
xR

Considered Plaid but didn't vote for them in 2026

2

" Persuasion Uk



3. Wales

3.3 Labour



II“ Labour defection: national or local factors? (Wales LE26)

"You previously told us that you voted for Labour at the last general election, and you are now indicating that
you won't do so at the 2026 elections. Which of the below, if any, comes closest to describing why you have

changed your vote?"
Lab 24 to left Lab 24 to right
(Plaid, Lib Dem, (Con, Reform)
All sample AllLabdefectors  Green)defectors  defectors

Mostly unhappy with Labour 30%
nationally / Keir Starmer as PM

An equal mix of the two - 30%

Mostly unhappy with Labour Party . 18%

- - -
32% - 31% . 26%
18% . 17% - 28%

16% . 20% 0%

2% | 2% I 4%

YouGov for Persuasion UK, 1,556 Welsh adults 24th April - 5th May
Asked only of 2024 Labour voters who do not currently intend to vote Labour in 2026 local II“ Persuasion UK
elections.

in Wales / leadership locally

None of the above . 16%

Don't know I 7%



Top reasons for not voting Labour

Idon't trust them to keep to their promises / too many broken

promises 39%

Welsh Labour have been in power for too long - we need achange 173

Their track record of delivery on public services

The performance of the UK Labour government has been poor and it
puts me off Welsh Labour

Their track record of delivery on the economy/public finances

Welsh Labour are too controlled by the UK Labour party in
Westminster

N
@
xR

Their views on 20mph speed limits RI#3

Their views on immigration

Don'tknow R&¥

&

=
N
R

Eluned Morgan is not a strong or credible leader
They are the party of higher taxes |r¥3
| just prefer another party

Their views on welfare

3 E
IR

Their views on climate change / Net Zero 2

Their views on Gaza/Palestine/Israel g3

El

They are just too left-wing forme i

They are just too right-wing forme [

=

212

| support Welsh independence and Labour opp

Their views on North Sea oil @
I worry that they can't win - so voting for them would be a wasted vote
Their views on transgender issues

Other

gl

The low quality of their local candidates

They are not Welsh enough %

2
IIi
3
b
é

N
3

I

Considered Lab but didn't vote for
them AllLabour defectors

9%

4%

9%

2%

YouGov for Persuasion UK, 1556 Welsh adults 24th April - 5th May. ‘Considered' question comes from a question asking voters what other parties they considered voting for.

e ]

Lab—Right defectors

8

awiiEﬁﬁﬁi

27

R

?@@@QEEQ@?EHQ

I Persuasion UK



II“ Top reasons for voting Labour (Wales)

Labour 2026 voters

Keir Starmer's Labour government needs more
time to deliver — it's too early to punish them

To keep Reform UK and the Conservatives out
of the Senedd

Their values and policies are closest to my own

To protect and improve the NHS in Wales

Welsh Labour has delivered good things for
Wales

They have the experience to run Wales

=

Eluned Morgan is the best leader on offer

2

None of the other parties are credible choices

I've always voted Labour

Welsh Labour best represents working people
like me

Don't know

Other

I Persuasion UK



II“ Wales: values of each LE2026 Labour defector grouping

Respondents were asked to place themselves on a scale of 1-10 on four key issues, the dots below
represent the average score of each group

Group

@ All voters

@ Labour 2026 (Lab base)

@ All Labour 2024 defectors

@ Labour 2024 defectors to left (Plaid, Green, Lib Dem)
@ Labour 2024 defectors to right (Reform, Con)

Econ: inequality is too high, redistribute
income (1) vs Reduce taxes on richest
and job creators (10) ese o e

Culture: immigration has benefited
society (1) vs Immigration has [} & o S

undermined society (10)

EU: rejoin EU (1) vs stay outside (10) ® 0 @ o &

Disruption: our institutions work ok,
protect them (1) vs Institutions need & N X
radical overhaul (10)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

YouGov for Persuasion UK, 1556 Welsh adults 24th April - 5th May M persuasion UK



3. Wales

3.4 Reform



Top reasons for voting Reform in Wales

To take a tougher approach to immigration and
asylum, especially illegal immigration

Wales needs real change — Labour and Plaid
have had their chance and failed

To stand up for British values and for ordinary
British people

They are saying the things other politicians are
too afraid to say

To get Labour out of government in Wales
To scrap Net Zero and the green agenda
To scrap the 20mph default speed limit

Their values and policies are closest to my own

Reform would cut taxes, cut waste and reduce
government spending

They are the best of a bad bunch
Nigel Farage is the best leader on offer
Other

Don't know

Labour 2024 to Reform

All Reform 2026 voters in Wales defectors

o |||

%
=
8%

I
-
18%

YouGov for Persuasion UK, 1,556 Welsh adults 24th April - 5th May

All new Reform voters since
GE24

19%

[l Persuasion UK



“ Top reasons for not voting Reform in Wales

All non-Reform voters

They are racist / bigoted generally

They are too obsessed with the issue of
immigration

I do not like Nigel Farage

I do not trust them to run public services
competently

| don't trust them to keep to their promises
They are too sympathetic to Donald Trump
They are divisive

Their views on the NHS

Don't know

Their views on climate change/Net Zero

They are too sympathetic to Vladimir Putin

It's not clear enough what Reform UK would do
differently if they won

The low quality of their local candidates
They are not Welsh enough

Dan Thomas is not a strong or credible leader
| just prefer another party

Other

| worry that they can't win - so voting for them
would be a wasted vote

Considered Reform but didn't vote for them

" Persuasion Uk



3. Wales

3.5 Next general election



Wales: % of different voter groups open to voting for each party at the
next general election

Openness defined by those placing themselves at 6 or above on 1-10 scale of willingness to vote for each party
at the next general election.

Allsample Con 2026 Lab 2026 Plaid 2026
% open to voting for...
Labour [l 21% | a% I o5 20% . 30%
Conservative [l 22% P ek o% 20% 16%
Lib Dem [l18% B 20% B 34% 92% %
Plaid [N 39% B ox% P a1% 17% [ 9%
Reform UK [l 29% B 31 | 3% 17% | 5%
Green [N 28% | 3% [ 26% 16% | 57%
Lab 24 left Lab 24 right
Reform 2026 Green 2026 defectors defectors
% open to voting for...
Labour |2% I 30% D 46% B 0%
Conservative 41% | 3% | 1% B 27%
LibDem 3% B 22 B 33% 3%
Plaid | 4% I s0% N 79% I 24%
Reform UK 0% | 1% D s
Green |2% I o7 N ss% I e%

M Persuasion UK



II“ Current general election voting intention of different Senedd 2026 voter

groups
All sample Con 2026 Lab 2026
Reform UK | 22% Bax | 2%
Green [l 10% 0% 0%
Labour Il 9% 0% S

Conservative [Jij 8% I o 0%
Plaid Cymru | 21% 0% | 1%
Don'tknow [l 13% | 1% | 1%
Would notvote [l 1% 2% 0%
Lib Dem | 4% | 1% 3%

Some other party || 3% 0% 0%

Plaid 2026 Reform 2026 Green 2026
Reform UK | 2% R o4 0%
Green [Hll14% 0% I, o

Labour [ e% 0% | 1%
Conservative |1% | 2% 0%
Plaid Cymru NG 73 0% 0%
Don'tknow 2% I 2% | 1%
Would notvote 0% 0% I 2%
LibDem |2% 0% | 2%

Some other party 0% I 2% 0%

I Persuasion UK



II“ Welsh independence referendum voting intention, by 2026 Senedd vote

"If there were a referendum tomorrow... should Wales be an independent country?"

All Wales (avg) 14%

Plaid Cymru 2026 51% | 14%

Labour 2026 10%
Conservative 2026 90%

Lib Dem 2026 I 84% 14%
Lab—’PIald defeCtors 41% 20%
0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Share of respondents in group (weighted)

o Yes W No [ Would not vote Don't know



