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Research objectives
Looking in particular at key battleground seats, we set out to examine:
e Whatisthe historical relationship between the existing Reform vote and Labour?
e How much of Labour’s vote in key seats is genuinely susceptible to voting for Reform at the next election?

o  What are the different factors or issues that might drive them there?
o What might prevent them from doing so?

e Looking at the previous two questions, what trade-offs exist across the government’s electoral coalition?
o  Thatis, where does appealing to Reform voters have consequences elsewhere and vice versa?

e Whatis the best path for Reform if it wishes to maximise its share of the Labour vote, and what is the best path for Labour
if it wishes to retain these voters in coalition with the rest of its election winning vote.



Methodology

e x4 focus groups with Reform curious Labour voters in January 2025, via CRD Research. Two in England (Leeds and Birmingham)
and two in Wales (South Wales; Bridgend and Neath). All held in Labour held constituencies where Reform is in second place.

e New polling commissioned by YouGov in March 2025.
o A GB-wide survey of 4,000 adults, weighted to be nationally representative
o Asurvey of 1,000 ‘Reform curious Labour voters’ (Labour 2024, >5/10 willing to vote Reform at the next election)
o A1,000 person dedicated survey of Wales, weighted to be nationally representative

e In addition, MRP analysis was conducted on every Parliamentary constituency, quantifying both Reform and Green curious
Labour voters at a seat level. This was conducted by YouGov.

e Two discrete conjoint experiments were commissioned via polling company NorStat. The first involved 1,000 Labour voters and
500 Reform voters. The second involved 1,000 Labour voters.

e Analysis of existing data-sets, most notably the British Election Survey (BES) and, concerning attitudes to Net Zero specifically,
Opinium collected for Labour Climate and Environment Forum (LCEF).

The project was paid for via core funding that Persuasion receives from its funders. IPPR were not a formal partner on this particular
project.



‘Labour to Reform switchers’ are real, but
need to be put in perspective

- Historically speaking, Reform votes are
not ‘Labour’s lost voters’

- Looking forward, the direct Reform
threatis genuine - albeit needs to be
seen in the context of potential losses
elsewhere to Lib Dems and Greens.

- Labour likely has to balance all of these
different voter groups in order to win
next time.



Reform 2024 voters and their historical relationship with Labour

Voted Labour in at least one general election between 2005-2024
. Did NOT vote Labour in any general election between 2005-2024

All Reform 2024 voters Reform voters in Red Wall Reform voters in Blue Wall

16%
31%
69%
84%
Reform voters in all seats won by

Labour from Conservative in Reform voters in Lab held seats
GE2024 where Reform are 2nd Reform voters in Wales

CCC

British Election Study (BES) longitudinal panel data. Latest wave panel data does Il .
not go further back than 2005. “ Persuasion UK
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II“ How 2024 Reform voters voted in every general election since 2001
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Composition of current Reform vote, by seat type

The additional Reform vote very largely comes from 2024 Conservatives and non-voters (many of whom were Con 2019 voters)
As of April 2025

B Conservative 2024 B Labour 2024 | Lib Dem 2024 B Reform 2024 @ Other 2024 [ Did not vote 2024

Labour held seats where Reform are
All seats Red Wall Blue Wall second

YouGov for Persuasion UK, April 2025. Smaller parties (<1%) excluded for ease of visualisation. II“ Persuasion UK



Reform curious = putting themselves at >5/10 willing to vote Reform

II“ % of 2024 Labour voters who are 'Reform curious'

15%
10%

5
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0%

"On a scale of 0-10, how willing are you to vote for each of these parties at the next general election? Reform q
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% of 2024 Labour voters who are open to voting for other parties, by battleground

Even in the 'Red Wall' and Reform friendly seats, Labour has two/three times more voters open to voting Green or Lib
Dem than Reform

**Update 22/05/25: the 'Green curious' Labour figure here has been updated and is slightly higher than in the initial version of
this report (eg 39% of the Labour vote nationally is Green curious, not 29%). This was due to a small scripting error and a
miscommunication between YouGov and Persuasion. This update does not affect any other analysis in the report. **

..in all seats won by ..in all seats won by ..in all seats won by

Lab from Conin LabfromConinRED LabfromConin
All Labour voters GE2024 WALL BLUE WALL
'"Reform curious' KEH [ 11% | [ 1% |
'Green curious' [39% A46% 29% 48%
'Lib Dem curious' 41% 46% 34% AT%
'Conservative curious' 23 [ 796) 10% 1% |
.in all Lab-held
seats where Reform
are 2nd in Scotland in Wales
'Reform curious' EZM Ea
'Green curious’ [36% 20% A%
'Lib Dem curious’ 34% 40% 25%
'Conservative curious’ &3 [ 12% | E3

"On a scale of 0-10, how willing are you to vote for each of these parties at the next general
election?". Voter counted 'party curious' if putting themselves above 5/10. YouGov for ““ Persuasion UK
Persuasion UK, April 2025. Excludes don't knows.



Where have Labour 2024 voters gone? By battleground
% voting intention for Labour 2024 voters, as of early April 2025

@ Conservative @ still Labour [ Liberal Democrat = SNP  Plaid # Reform UK @ Green @ Would notvote @ Don't know

In all seats won by Labour SeatswonbyLabourvsCon  Seatswon byLabvsConin
All voters from Con inRed Wall Blue Wall

Seats where Lab are first,
Reform second

"If there were a general election held tomorrow, which party would you vote for?" YouGov for ] 3
Persuasion UK, April 2025 " Persuasion UK



YouGov MRP analysis, all else being equal:

e If Labour lost every ‘Reform curious Labour voter’, they would lose 123 seats

e If Labour lost every ‘Green curious Labour voter’, they would lose 250 seats

The skill here for Lab is in uniting the two, not saying one matters at the expense
of the other.



Tactical voting dynamics

Currently, it appears to be net useful for
Labour to have the next election framed as
Labour vs Reform.

Labour’s tactical voting advantage over the
Conservatives, by contrast, appears to have
disappeared as the anti-Labour vote
becomes more efficient.



Voting intent in different squeeze scenarios

Labour's tactical voting advantage against the Conservative's has gone, but it remains against Reform for now. This primarily comes from squeezing
don't knows (many of whom are Labour 2024 voters) as well as squeezing the Lib Dems and Greens.

Squeeze scenario: Labour or

Current national voting intention Conservative? Squeeze scenario: Labour or Reform?
Conservative | IIEEEEEEZ3 25% 6%
Labour 27% .. 36%
Liberal Democrat IIE3 4% | E3
SNP 2% 2% W 2
Reform UK 2% ]
Green 3 | 4% |
Would notvote IR 4% | 13%]
Don'tknow IR 9% | 8%

"If there were a general election held tomorrow, which party would you vote for?". Thereafter, sample split into one of the following: "Now imagine that

at the next UK general election the only parties that could realistically win in your constituency were [A - the Conservatives]/[B - Reform UK] or II“ Pe . UK
Labour, although other candidates and parties would still be on the ballot. How do you think you would vote in this situation?". YouGov for Persuasion rsuasion

UK, April 2025.



Change in vote share vs current voting intent in 'Labour or Reform squeeze
scenario), by seat type.

The advantage Labour gets from making a contest 'Labour or Reform' is slightly reduced in
battleground seats, but not by much. This is likely because the residual Lib Dem vote in Lab vs
Con battlegrounds is more stubborn.

Battleground: all seats Lab won from Con

All seats at GE2024
Conservative [ — 8% |
Labour 6% | 1256 |
Liberal Democrat [ -5%] [ -29% |
Reform UK | 0% S——— .
Green =3 =3
Would not vote 0% 0%
Don'tknow [ 8%
-10% -6% 0% 6% 10% -10% -6% 0% 6% 10%

M Persuasion UK



Change in how 2024 voter groups vote if the choice is Labour or Reform in their area, compared to *current voting

intention*

Labour squeeze their own 2024 vote more effectively in this scenario compared to their currently intended vote, as well as gaining Greens, Lib Dems, non-voters and

even some Conservatives. This helps offset a slight increase in the share of Labour voters going to Reform.

Change in how Change in how Labour ChangeinhowlLibDem Changein how Reform

Conservative 2024 vote 2024 voters vote 2024 voters vote 2024 voters vote
Conservative Conservative Conservative Conservative
2%l 1% |
Labour Labour Labour Labour

z3 | 20%] [ 34%] 0%
Liberal Democrat Liberal Democrat Liberal Democrat Liberal Democrat
| 1% -5% [l -32% | 2 |
Reform UK Reform UK Reform UK Reform UK
| 24%] M 4% 7% 18%
Green Green Green Green
0% -5% Il -2% || 0%
Would not vote Would not vote Would not vote Would not vote
l2% % | 0% -3%
Don't know Don't know Don't know Don't know
-5% [ E -10% I

Change in how Green
2024 voters vote

Conservative
-3% I

Labour
[ 36%]

Liberal Democrat
A% |

Reform UK
N 4%

Green

Would not vote
1% |

Don't know
1% N

Change in how 2024
non-voters vote

Conservative
-3%

Labour
8%

Liberal Democrat
3%

Reform UK
2%

Green
2%

Would not vote
3%

Don't know
%
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Understanding the demographics of
‘Reform curious Labour voters’

These voters are demographically quite
similar to the wider Reform vote - but have
different media diets.



@ Reform curious Labour voters |

100%
80%
60%
40%

20%

YouGov for Persuasion UK, April 2025
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Demographic profile of Reform curious Labour voters

B Reform curious Labour voters [ Labour 2024 voters
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% of political group living in each part of the country

@ Reform curious Labour voters ) Reform 2024 voters @ Labour 2024 voters

!‘ y i
2%

40%

30%

20%

10%

0%

North (NW, NE,
Yorkshire)

Midlands (East,
West)

South (London, SE,
EE, SW)

18%
HE E-

Wales

Scotland

M Persuasion UK



“ Demographic differences of 'Reform curious Labour voters' and wider Reform and Labour vote

Compared to the wider Labour vote, Reform curious Labour voters are significantly less university graduates and more lower income and more
white

Below 0% = less likely to be this attribute. Above 0% = more likely.

B Compared with Reform 2024 vote [l Compared with wider Labour 2024 vote [ Compared with all UK voters
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How real is the phenomenon of 'fash youth' in the UK? A look at male attitudes by age

The evidence here is mixed at best. On the one hand, young Gen Z men are slightly more likely to have a positive opinion of Farage than their older
generational counterparts, but both Reform voting intent and 'right voting' is very low among Gen Z generally. Gen Z also have the lowest levels of belief in
anti-feminist sentiment.

Data for men by generation, with younger and older Gen Z split out

% total 'right bloc' vote

share (Con/Reform)
60%
% with positive opinion
of ngerl?arage
40%

% Reform curious
(>5/1O willing to vote)
% believing 'Femlnlsm
has gone too far'
% currently planning to
\ “ vote Reform
20%

0%

Men aged 18-21 Men aged 22-28 Men aged 29-44  Men aged 45-60 Men aged 61-79 Men aged 80+
(younger Gen Z) (older Gen Z) (Millenial) (Gen X) (Boomer) (Silent Gen)

YouGov for Persuasion UK, April 2025.

Anti-feminist sentiment judged by paired statement: "Where would you place your view and the view of these parties on this |||| 3

scale? The fight for feminism and women's equality in Britain has not gone far enough - there are still many battles to be won" OR Persuasion UK
"In general, feminism has gone too far in this country and has had negative effects on Britain"



Media consumption of Reform curious Labour voters

This group are more likely than Reform voters or voters at large to get their news from online sources, especially
Facebook, while they are also more likely to get news through ITV. They are notably less likely to get news from GB
News.

"Through which of these media outlets and platforms, if any, have you seen or heard politics-related content in the last few days? This can be
content of any nature. Tick all that apply."

Reform curious' Labour voters All voters

BBC (online or television) _ 45% 54%
ITV news (online or television) _ 28% 23%
Facebook _ 28% 25%
Sky News (online or television) 19% 18%
Radio 2% 25%
YouTube m 29% 22%
Daily Mail (print or online) K33 2% 14%
TikTok m 1% 12%

| GBNews (onineortcievison) gl % o

""""" g I
The Sun (print or online) Ek¥3 n% 6%
WhatsApp 33 % 8%
Guardian (print or online) m 7% 16%
Daily Mirror (print or online) ﬂ 5% 5%
Podcasts 8% 8%
Daily Telegraph (print or online) W 10% 8%
Financial Times (print or online) @ 3% 5%
Telegram EE 3% 3%
Signal |{Z{ 0% 0%

I Persuasion Uk



Understanding the social values of
Reform curious Labour voters

They are classically ‘cross-pressured’ in
their views - closer to Reforr_n on culture,
closer to Labour on economics/role of the
state.

Anti-system sentiment is also very high
with this group.



Cultural and social values of 'Reform curious Labour voters'

@ Reform curious Labour voters @ Reform 2024 voters @ Labour 2024 voters @ Green curious Labour voters @ All voters

We should reintroduce the death penalty for the
most serious crimes ® ® L < P

Britain should leave the ECHR and repeal human
rights legislation if it helps to reduce immigration ® ® ® ® ®

Immigration has undermined society (2] L L @ 2

These days, non-white people have more
advantages in society than white people

UK should not reduce greenhouse gas emissions if
it is going to mean cost or inconvenience for & @ @ @ Y
ordinary people

The UK should NOT have closer economic ties with
EU if itinvolves giving up ultimate authority on rules *—o ® ® ®
In general, feminism has gone too far in this country @ 8 @ L B
0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90%
% agreeing with statement

To avoid agreeability bias, these were paired statements with respondents asked to choose between a liberal leaning and

conservative leaning statement on the issue. The graph shows the % opting for the conservative leaning statement. The ““ i

sample includes those who choose 'neither’ but excludes those who said don't know. Persuasion UK
"Which of these comes closest to your view, even if none captures it exactly?"



Economic values of 'Reform curious Labour voters'

@ Reform curious Labour voters @ Reform 2024 voters @ Labour 2024 voters @ Green curious Labour voters @ All voters

The NHS should remain publicly funded and free at
the point of use

We should tax the wealthiest people in society
more

Employers and landlords have too much power
over workers and tenants

It's usually in the interests of ordinary people that

there is more regulation placed on businesses ¢

Britain having more millionaires and billionaires
would be a bad sign for everyone else - they are B

probably getting rich at other people's expense

The priority now should be investing in front-line

public services, even if that means raising taxes on @
ordinary people

10% 20% 30%

—o 0 —0o
@ @ @ @ @
@ @ @ *—©
oo @ ®
® L ®
oo *—0
40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

% agreeing with statement

To avoid agreeability bias, these were paired statements with respondents asked to choose between a left leaning and right

leaning statement on the issue. The graph shows the % opting for the left-leaning statement. The sample includes those who

choose 'neither’ but excludes those who said don't know.

||" Persuasion UK

"Which of these statements comes closest to your view, even if none captures it exactly?"



II“ Where do Reform voters place the values of other parties?

Cultural axis questions. O is most liberal position possible, 100 most authoritarian.

@ Where 'Reform curious Labour voters' put their own views
@ Where 'Reform curious Labour voters' place typical Labour MP
@ What 'Reform curious Labour voters' voters place typical Reform MP

Immigration has enriched society (0) vs
Immigration has undermined society (100)

Do not re-introduce death penalty (0) vs
reintroduce penalty (100)

Don'tleave ECHR (0) vs leave ECHR (100)

Free speech under threat from the right (0)
vs free speech under threat from left (100)

Action on climate even if inconvenient (0) vs
no action on climate if inconvenient (100)

Pro-feminism (0) vs anti-feminism (100)

To get a 0-100 score here, we excluded 'don't knows' and 'neither for both own view and party

vote. Value represents average score.

L L 4  J
& —e
@ L <
& L \
& & ®
@ L 2 ®

20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100
Score (0-100)

I Persuasion Uk

"Where would you place your view and the views of these parties on this spectrum?”



II“ Where do Reform voters place the values of other parties?
Economic axis questions & other. O is most left wing score possible, 100 most right wing.

@ Where 'Reform curious Labour voters' put their own views
@ Where 'Reform curious Labour voters' place typical Labour MP
@ What 'Reform curious Labour voters' voters place typical Reform MP

Tax the wealthiest more (0) vs do not tax
wealthiest more (100)

Employers & landlords have too much power
(0) vs do not have too much power (100)

NHS should be free at point of use (0) vs
Introduce insurance model (100)

Regulation of business is good (0} vs
regulation of business is bad (100)

Millionaires bad; get rich at others expense
(0) vs Millionaires good; wealth creators (100)

Increase support for Ukraine (0) vs Decrease
support for Ukraine (100)

Closer economic ties with EU (0) vs No closer
economic ties with EU (100)

Politicians enter politics to do good (0) vs for
financial gain (100)

® & &
r——a
@ & ®
L .
L ¢ = 2
L & \2
@ & »
@ - L

10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100
Average score (0-100)

To get a 0-100 score here, we excluded 'don't knows' and 'neither' for both own view and party

vote. Value represents average score.

||" Persuasion UK

"Where would you place your view and the views of these parties on this spectrum?”



II“ Which groups do Reform curious Labour voters like and dislike, and which groups
do they think Labour and Reform MPs like and dislike?

Scale: 1highly unfavourable, 2 favourable, 3 neutral, 4 favourable, 5 highly favourable. Score here
represents average on this scale.

@ Own view @ View of average Lab MP @ View of average Reform MP

Favourability score (low to high)

1 15 2 25 3 35 4 45
CEOs of the major water companies [ . 4 -
Immigrants & \ ©
Refugees *—o——o
Private landlords *®0—o
CEOs of big companies *——ao
Big business r—
Muslims *—o—o
Rich people *—a—o
Welfare recipients L
People living in London os—o
Landowners ®a—e
Environmental charities *—e—o
Trade Unions e g
Jewish people ———0
Poor people 690
Public sector workers >———@
Poverty charities & —0
Middle class people L —e
Small business e -0
Working class people e & ®

"Generally speaking, do you have a favourable or unfavourable opinion of these groups of
people and organisations?" / "Do you think the average MP of the following political parties Il“ Persuasion UK
has a positive or negative opinion of these groups?". Values represent mean scores.



Who would Reform curious Labour voters like to see government be tougher on?

% choosing this group as top 3 groups they'd like to see government get on tough

60%
40%
People who claim benefits
when they don't need to -
20%
Businesses who don't pay
the minimum wage .
Businesses who treat their .
employees badly -
Pensioners who receive .
benefits they don't need Trade Unions seeking to
People who always oppose organise strike action .
development ('NIMBYs') .
0%
15% 20% 25% 30% 35% 40% 45% 50% 55%

Asylum seekers crossing

the channel illegally on [li|

small boats

Migrants who do not
integrate into British [Jij
society

Oil and gas companies
making large profits .

Water companies who
pollute rivers .

Publicly funded bodies
who spend money [Jij

60%

wastefully

People committing
anti-social behaviour

Businesses who rip off
consumers through .

hidden charges/making it

65%

% saying government is currently 'not being tough enough' on this group

"Sometimes people talk about governments being ‘tough’ on groups within society. If you had to prioritise, which of the below groups would you most like to see
the Labour government be tough on? Pick select up to three options." // "And based on what you've seen in the news or elsewhere, is the government being too

tough, not tough enough, or getting about the right balance on the below groups or not?"

hard to cancel services

70%

75%

80%

||“ Persuasion UK



to see government be tougher on?

% choosing this group as top 3 groups they'd like to see government get on tough

40%

Asylum seekers
30% crossing the channel

illegally on small

boats
People who claim
benefits when they [li§
don't need to
Wasteful public =l
20% ” bodies
Migrants who do not Min wage dodgers [l
integrate into British [l
society Anti-social behaviour JIl|j
Bad employers i} Rip off businesses i}
10%
Campaign groups
o= who organise [li|
NIMEEE disruptive protests
]
0%
15% 20% 25% 30% 35% 40% 45% 50% 55% 60% 65% 70%

% saying government is currently 'not being tough enough’ on this group

"Sometimes people talk about governments being ‘tough’ on groups within society. If you had to prioritise, which of the below groups
would you most like to see the Labour government be tough on? Pick select up to three options." // "And based on what you've seen in
the news or elsewhere, is the government being too tough, not tough enough, or getting about the right balance on the below groups or
not?"

Who would Labour defectors (those who have left Labour since GE2024) like

Oil and gas
companies
Water companies
who pollute rivers

75% 80%

||“ Persuasion UK



What issues are salient to these voters?
What pushes and pulls them to and from
Reform?

At the moment, it is these voters’ cultural
values which are most salient to them -
driven by discontent over small boats
especially.

But there is also a wider sense of frustration
and ‘we might as well roll the dice.

Elsewhere, proximity to Trump/Musk is a
weakness for Reform with these voters.



I I Reasons to vote Reform

Immigration dominates here but less intensely than with Reform voters at large. Reform curious Labour voters are more likely to say ‘we might as
well roll the dice' or raise economic issues. They are much less likely to be attracted by Reform's stances on Net Zero , trans people or anti

government waste.

"Below are some reasons that other people have put forward in favour of voting *for* Reform UK at the next general election. Which do you personally find

most convincing? Please choose up to five"

Reform UK stand for allowing fewer
immigrants into the country

Reform UK oppose wokeness in all
forms

Reform UK stand up for working people
generally

Reform UK would reinstate the winter
fuel allowance

We might as well roll the dice and try
something new

Reform UK would cut wasteful
government spending

Reform UK would stand up for women
against the trans lobby

Reform UK would cut taxes for people
like me

Voting Reform UK would be the best
way to get Labour out

Reform UK would stand up for white
people over non-white people

I like that Nigel Farage has a good
relationship with Trump

Ithink Reform UK would serve well and
competently

Reform UK stand for scrapping Net
Zero/environmental policies

Reform UK's would create more good
jobs
ljustreally like Nigel Farage

N/A - there is no good reason to vote
Reform

Reform curious Labour voters

Allvoters

%
50%
31%
20%
14%
31%
30%
15%
17%
14%
14%
21%
37% 9%
10% 4%
Mm% 3%
4% 48%

" Persuasion Uk



I I Reasons to NOT vote Reform

The high % for 'there is no good reason' reflects that many of these voters have already switched to Reform and are fairly set in their views, but Trump

and Putin is a clear weakness as are lingering doubts about racism - or at least far more so than for core Reform voters.

"Below are some reasons that other people have put forward in favour of voting *against® Reform UK at the next general election. Which do you personally find

most convincing? Please choose up to five."

N/A - there is no good reason to not
vote Reform

Nigel Farage is too sympathetic to
Donald Trump

Nigel Farage is too sympathetic to
Vladimir Putin

| worry that Reform are
racist/extreme

It might be a wasted vote
Reform UK might just be the same as
the other parties

Reform UK are divisive and polarising
generally

Reform UK would cut free bus travel,
free prescriptions and free school...

Reform's candidates are just too
unprofessional

They would not be a competent
government

| don't like Nigel Farage personally

Reform UK's denial of climate change
is dangerous

The have undermined Ukraine

| worry they would power to harm
people

Their economic policies would only
favour the richest

Reform UK would damage the NHS
and public services generally

Reform UK would cut public services
that people rely on

Reform curious Labour voters

26%

%

%

=

=
2

=

0%

d

‘3

HEE

(]
R

49%

3

15%

4%

2%

4%

&

4%

4%

1%

All voters
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I I Reasons to NOT vote Labour

Immigration tops this list, although there's some interesting over-indexes vs the broader Reform vote - notably on economic issues (winter fuel allowance, cost of living,
inequality)

"Below are some reasons that other people have put forward in favour of voting *against® Labour at the next general election. Which do you personally find most convincing? Please
choose up to five"

Reform curious Labour voters Allvoters
They have failed to control immigration

They removed the winter fuel allowance
Not done enough to reduce the cost of
living

Put up too many taxes

They have just generally been
incompetent/chaotic

Not improved public services (e.g. the
NHS)

Not sufficiently addressed income/wealth
inequality

Spent too much money wastefully

Too many Labour ministers/MPs have
behaved in dishonest ways

Labour are bad for businesses

| just do not like Keir Starmer as a person

Labour have notimproved the state of my
local area

Their climate change/environment
policies have gone too far

Labour are too close to the Trade Unions

TR R R R R SRR G R R G

N/A - there is no good reason to vote
against Labour

| just have a very positive view of a
different party

Labour have not stood up to Israel
sufficiently

Their climate change/environment
policies have not gone far enough

" Persuasion Uk



Reasons to vote Labour

A general sense that Labour inherited a mess is about as good as it gets for the party here - though the lower proportion of Labour curious Reform voters saying 'there is no reason' highlights again how
deeply held anti-Labour sentiment is among Reform voters at large compared to this group

"Below are some reasons that other people have put forward in favour of voting *for® Labour at the next general election. Which do you p:

N/A - there is no good reason to vote Labour

Labour deserve a longer period of time to fix the
mess created by the last government

Labour are the party of investing in the NHS
Keir Starmer has done a good job on the issue of
Ukraine

Labour winning would stop the Conservatives
winning/Kemi Badenoch becoming PM

Labour are the party of ordinary workers and
working people

| have always voted Labour

| think Keir Starmer is doing a good job as a Prime
Minister and want to see him continue in that role

Labour will invest in new public transport

| trust Labour to competently manage the
economy

Labour will invest in new schools

Labour are making progress on the issue of illegal
immigration

Labour are the party of action on climate
change/clean energy

Labour winning would stop Reform winning and
Nigel Farage becoming Prime Minister

Reform curious Labour voters

33%

N
X
% % % % 2 8 ¥ Famews

19%

16%

° I

15%

-

2 3 KGN 160 0 6 R ]

7

All voters

ing? Please choose up to five."

28

§§E§g

&

" Persuasion Uk



Views of leadership figures

Reform curious Labour voters are much more unambiguously anti Trump and anti Musk. Trump especially divides the Reform vote down the middle.

“Do you have a positive or negative opinion of the following politicians?" (showing net positive, all those with a positive opinion minus all those with a negative opinion)

@ Reform curious Labour voters [l Reform 2024 voters @ All voters

Keir Starmer Nigel Farage Volodymyr Zelenskyy  Vladimir Putin Elon Musk Donald Trump
50%
56%
= -

0% — — = —
- m l -25% M I E M -18% m el

- -67%

-83% -80% -86%

-100%
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“ Issue salience: top issues facing the country

"More specifically, which of these do you think are the most important issues facing the UK at this time?"

Immigration & Asylum

The economy

Health

Crime

Defence and security

Welfare benefits

Housing

Tax

Pensions

The environment & climate change

Britain leaving the EU

Education

Family life & childcare

Transport

Don't know

Reform curious Labour
2024 voters

All voters

Wwv@@m?amgﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁ

" Persuasion Uk



“ What is the meaning of different 'top issues' to Reform curious Labour voters who pick them as priorities for

the country?

"And when it comes to [issue previously chosen as top issue], which of these are the mostimportant issues facing the UK? choose up to 2"

Immigration

'Small boats'

Asylum seekersin
hotels

Legal migration too
high

Lack of integration

Other

Barriers to refugees
being too strict

The overall amount of
legal migration bei...

.77%

43%

42%

2%

Housing

Availability of council
housing

The affordability of
home ownership

Homelessness

High private sector
rents

The quality of
housing

Over-development

.73%

I 13%

36%

35%

32%

Health

Hospital waiting lists

GP waiting times

A&E waiting times

Staff shortage

Access to dentistry

Ambulance waiting
times

Quality of care

Social care costs

Hospital closures /
lack of local hospital

Free prescriptions

Other

Economy

Cost of living - 68%
Energy costs l 36%
Inflation I 24%

Economic growth I22%
Inequality/poverty I11%
Wages | 8%
Interest rates | 7%

Unemployment § 7%

Run-down local high
streets 7%

Opportunities for
young people 4%
Local job

availability/security |2%

Other } 1%

" Persuasion UK



II“ Top issues within housing

Among those choosing housing as a top issue, Reform curious Labour voters are much more likely to be concerned by the
shortage of council/social housing

"[Only for those choosing housing as a top issue] When it comes to housing, which of these are the most important issues facing

the UK? choose up to 2"

Reform curious Labour

2024 voters Allvoters
The availability of social housing/council 73% 53%

housing

The affordability of home ownership

Homelessness

High private sector rents

o
B

being too low

The quality of housing . 13% 5% 13%
Over-development / too much
housebuilding . 13% 5% 13%
The overall amount of legal migration ’ % 0% 2%

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 0% 20% 40% 60% 80%

I Persuasion UK



II“ Top issues within immigration

Among those who choose immigration as a top 3 issue, it is in fact asylum which overwhelmingly dominates their
concerns

"[Only for those choosing ‘immigration’ as a top issue] When it comes to immigration, which of these are the most important
issues facing the UK? Choose up to 2"

Reform curious Labour
2024 voters All voters
People arriving illegally in the UK on
‘small boats' 7% 81% 80%
Asylum seekersinhotels XY 40% 40%
The overall amount of legal migration
being too high 4% 40%
Lack of integration among existing
migrants 26% 21%
Other 4% 3%
Barriers to asylum seekers and refugees
being too strict 2% 2%
The overall amount of legal migration
being too low % 0% 2%

0% 30% 60% 90% 0% 30% 60% 90% 0% 30% 60% 90%

M Persuasion UK



II“ On what issues are Reform curious Labour voters voters most/least disappointed
with Govt, and where are they most/least pessimistic?

'Optimism for future index’' (high to low)

0
NH i
S@ Climate @ Bience @
Housing @ Transport @
-10 Britain leaving the EU @
Education @
Crime @ Family/childcare @
-20
Economy @ Welfare @

=0 Pensions @

I I i

mmigration § ——
-40

-75 -70 -65 -60 -55 -50 -45 -40 -35 -30 -25 -20

'Dashed expectations index' (lower = more disappointment)

'Optimism for future' index = % who expect this to get better in coming years minus those

who expect it to get worse. 'Dashed expectations' index = % of those who think the Govt has |||| .

so far done better on this than they expected minus those who think they have done worse Persuasion UK
than they expected.



Issue focus: Immigration

For the most partit's small boats/asylum
driving these voters discontent on
migration, less so legal migration.



II“ On the issue of immigration and asylum, which of the following policy outcomes would you personally
most like to see achieved? Choose one

Reducing the number of people illegally
entering the UK (eg on 'small boats')

Processing and - where needed - deporting
asylum seekers more quickly

Reducing the total number of all kinds of
legal migration to the UK

Reducing low skill migration, while
increasing high-skill migration

Improving the integration of existing
migrants into UK society

Don't know

Increasing the number of asylum seekers
and refugees we take into the UK

None of these

Increasing migration to the UK generally

Reform curious
Labour voters

1%

1%

Reform 2024 voters

3%

1%

0%

1%

47%

Labour 2024 voters

All voters

" Persuasion UK



Issue focus: Net Zero

While they care about it less than the wider
Labour vote, Reform curious Labour voters
are not anti Net Zero in the way core Reform
voters are.

There is currently no evidence that these
voters blame the clean energy transition on
higher energy bills or lower economic
growth in the way the wider Reform vote
does.



Top line view of Net Zero

For core Reform voters, Net Zero has become a dirty word. But this is not true of 'Reform curious Labour voters),
who remain broadly sympathetic toit, even if it is a less salient issue than for other parts of the Labour vote.
This brings them into line with the wider electorate.

"The Net Zero target is a target set by the government to reach zero greenhouse gas emissions by 2050 at the latest, balancing any
carbon emissions that are produced with carbon-reducing measures, with the aim of reducing the risks from climate change. From
what you've seen of it, do you have a positive or negative opinion of Net Zero?"

@ Positive @ Negative = Don't know

All voters
Con24
Lab 24

Lib Dem 24

Switchers to Labour at GE24
Defectors from Labour since GE24

Green curious' Labour voters | e o

Opinium for LCEF, April 2025, 3,000 UK adults. II“ Persuasion UK



"From what you know of it, do you have a positive or negative view of Net Zero?"
[unprompted Net Zero favourability]

@ Positive @ Negative ~ Don't know

All voters
Con24
Lab24

Lib Dem 24

Green curious' Labour voters [ I B 8%

(Only showing results for those who correctly identified Net Zero as connected to Il“ Persuasion UK
climate/energy)



Explanations for high energy bills

Reform curious voters, like the wider electorate, blame profiteering and external factors on rising energy bills. They do not
blame Net Zero or environmental initiatives in large numbers, unlike core Reform voters.

"Below is a list of things some people have suggested might explain rising energy bills in the UK. Which of these, if any, do
you find most convincing as reasons for rising energy bills? Choose up to 5"

Profiteering by energy companies

Russia’s invasion of Ukraine

Britain becoming too dependent on
foreign gas markets

Failure to reform the energy market

Government have just generally
handled things in an incompeten...

‘Green’ levies on energy bills

Privatisation of the energy
companies

Higher immigration pushing up
demand for energy

Britain has not moved to renewable

energy quickly enough
] Britain not expanding oil and gas
I drilling projects sufficiently

Too many government
environmental/Net Zero initiatives

Britain has not moved to nuclear
energy quickly enough

The after-effects of the Covid-19
pandemic

Reform curious Labour
voters

»
g 8

&
&

34%

34%

34%

NlI
8
ES

©o
R

N
©
®

8
R

Opinium for LCEF, 3,000 UK voters, April 2025.

13%

I Persuasion UK



II Explanations for low economic growth

"Below is a list of things some people have suggested might explain low economic growth in the UK. Which of these, if any, do you find most convincing
asreasons for rising energy bills? Choose up to 5"

Reform curious Labour voters

Too much immigration - 43%
Too many people on welfare benefits - 33%

69% 56%

1 B
2
b

67%

3

8
®

Britain leaving the European Union - 32% ‘ 14% 37%
Mismanagement by the past Conservative
government (e.g. Liz Truss) e 2%
The after-effects of the Covid-19 pandemic ‘ 21% - 28%
Too much profiteering by big businesses ‘ 21% - 28%
Too many regulations on business ‘ 31% - 23%
Too little long-term government investment
ininfrastructure 28% 29%
Too many planning restrictions on building / ‘
development 26% 13% %
British people becoming more lazy - 24% ‘ 18% - 22%
l
Too little long-term investment by private
companies in their workforce 24% 2% 22%

International instability (e.g. Trump’s
Presidency) 23% 19% 28%
| Too many environmental/Net Zero initiatives 7% ‘ 35% 19% 1
N - e S | ey Y ... A
Trade Unions are too powerful .15% ‘ 23% 17%
Other IZ% | 2% Ia%

Opinium for LCEF, 3,000 UK voters, April 2025. " Persuasion UK



'On the subject of climate change, is the Labour government doing not enough, about the right amount or too

much?'

Once again, core Reform voters are the only group of voters who think the government is doing too much on climate change. This is not a view held among other
voter groups, especially swing voters within the Labour coalition.

All voters

60%

40% 38%

20% 19% 17%

5 ll

0,
60% 499
40%
20% 17% 139
0%
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0
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21%

Don’t know

Con24

19%

25%

22%

All Red Wall voters

38%

Not enough

About the right

21%

amount

21%
U
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%
O
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Switchers to Labour at
Lab 24 Lib Dem 24 Reform 24 GE24

56%
51%
44% 48%

30%
18% 22% 19% 23% 19%

16%
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Reform curious'

Labour voters All voters in Wales
59%
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“ Why are people voting Reform?
"Below are some reasons that other people have put forward in favour of voting *for® Reform UK at the next general election. Which do you personally
find most convincing? Please choose up to five"

Labour switchers to Reform All switchers to Reform since Core Reform voters (GE2024
since GE2024 GE2024 voters)

Reform UK stand for allowing fewer immigrants
into the country €5%
Reform oppose wokeness in all its forms - 35%
Reform UK will stand up for working people - 35%
Reform UK will stand up for the UK on the 2%
national stage
Reform UK would cut wasteful government
spending 2%

Reform UK would fight to reinstate the winter
fuel allowance 25%,

We might as well roll the dice and try something
new 2%

Voting Reform UK would be the best way to get - i

bour out

Reform UK would stand up for women against
the trans lobby %

Reform UK would cut taxes for people like me - 19%

I think Reform UK would serve well and %
competently

| like that Farage has a good relationship with
President Trump

Reform UK would stand up for the interests of
white people over non-whites
=t = e mmon o owmn
. Reform UK stand for scrapping Net Zero &
1 rolling back environmental policies
Reform UK's economic pol|<:|es would create %
more good jobs

ljustreally like Nigel Farage as leader of the
Reform UK party 8%

None of these |1%

YouGov for Persuasion UK, 5346. adults, April 2025



Experiment no 1: how can Labour unite its coalition?

‘Moderate positions on culture, populist positions on
economics’ best re-assembles Labour’s winning 2024
coalition

O1



Conjoint experiment: Labour vs Reform and Greens

e n=1000 Labour 2024 voters conducted via NorStat in April 2025.

e Respondents saw three policy platforms, one branded as Labour, one Reform and one Green.

e Labour policy was varied within six broad categories: asylum, immigration, Net Zero, welfare, wealth
taxation and public services. In total 19 policies were tested across these categories in hundreds of

possible combinations.

e Forefficiency, Reform and Green were fixed in positions we know they have, or at least can make
defensible assumptions about.

e Respondents were asked which party they would vote for if the parties stood on the policy platform they
saw in front of them. In the analysis we see which policies were most vote moving in different directions.

e Theintention here is to try and simulate some of the three-party dynamics to voter flow, but also surface
the ‘balancing dilemmas’ Labour has in keeping its 2024 vote together

o  We wanted to surface the policies that hold together both sides of the Labour coalition best, and
those which lead to the most leakage in either direction



ICIes seen

All pol

Issue Labour platform (vary) Reform platform (fix) Green platform (fix)
Immigration Put a complete stop to all immigration Put a complete stop to all immigration Increase overall immigration from current levels
Significantly reduce all immigration, introducing a hard cap of 150,000 people a year
Keep overall migration at current levels, but reduce low-skill migration
Increase overall immigration from current levels
Asylum Deport all asylum seekers and refugees with no exceptions,repealing human rights Deport all asylum seekers and refugees Liberalise asylum policy so Britain accepts more refugees
seekers legislation to make it happen with no exceptions, repealing human rights
legislation to make it happen
More quickly process and deport asylum seekers without a legitimate claim, but allow
legitimate cases to stay
Liberalise asylum policy so Britain accepts more refugees
Net Zero Abolish all UK efforts to limit climate change Abolish all UK efforts to limit climate Go faster in the UK's efforts to limit climate change, moving to renewable energy

Go slower in the UK'’s efforts to limit climate change, moving to renewable energy
more slowly

Go faster in the UK's efforts to limit climate change, moving to renewable energy faster

change

faster

Wealth taxes

Introduce a wealth tax on the assets of the wealthiest 1% of the population
Keep taxes on the wealthiest the same as now

Cut taxes on the wealthiest 1% of the population

Cut taxes on the wealthiest 1% of the
population

Introduce a wealth tax on the assets of the wealthiest 1% of the population

Welfare Increase the amount of money that people on benefits receive Maintain the current amount of money that Increase the amount of money that people on benefits receive
people on benefits receive
Maintain the current amount of money that people on benefits receive
Reduce the amount of money that people on benefits receive
Public Significantly increase funding for the NHS and other front-line services Maintain the current levels of funding for Significantly increase funding for the NHS and other front-line services
services the NHS and other front-line services

Maintain the current levels of funding for the NHS and other front-line services

Decrease funding for the NHS and other front-line services




One example variation, as seen by a
survey respondent

Putting aside your usual party preferences, which party platform do you
prefer the most?

Q Version: 51

Party

Immigration

Wealth
taxes

Asylum
seekers

Public
services

Net Zero

Welfare

Labour

Significantly reduce all
immigration, introducing a
hard cap of 150,000
people a year

Keep taxes on the
wealthiest the same as
now

Liberalise asylum policy so
Britain accepts more

Maintain the current levels
of funding for the NHS and
other front-line services

Go slower in the UK's

efforts to limit climate

change, moving to

renewable energy more
slowly

Maintain the current
amount of money that
people on benefits receive

Reform

Put a complete stop to all
immigration

Cut taxes on the
wealthiest 1% of the
population

Deport all asylum
seekers and refugees
with no exceptions,
repealing human rights
legislation to make it
happen

Maintain the current
levels of funding for the
NHS and other front-line

services

Abolish all UK efforts to
limit climate change

Maintain the current
amount of money that
people on benefits
receive

Green

Increase overall
immigration from current
levels

Introduce a wealth tax on
the assets of the
wealthiest 1% of the
population

Liberalise asylum policy
so Britain accepts more

Signiﬁcanﬂy increase
funding for the NHS and
other front-line services

Go faster in the UK's
efforts to limit climate
change, moving to
renewable energy faster

Increase the amount of
money that people on
benefits receive

Select the
best

O

O

|

@)




How to)interpret the numbers you are about to see (centred marginal
means):

The more negative a score a possible Labour policy position receives, the
more it's a net vote loser within Labour’s 2024 election winning coalition
(with either Reform or Greens benefiting).

The higher the positive score, the more itis a net vote winner it is (with
Reforms or Greens losing out).




NET IMPACT of Labour adopting policy position on retention of its 2024 voting coalition (with Reform as
the alternative on the right, Greens on the left) - cultural axis

Extreme positions on asylum and immigration - either very liberal or very conservative - lose Labour more of its vote than they retain (or else cancel
themselves out). Liberal positions see bleeding to Reform, very conservative positions to the Greens. 'Middle options' hold things together, even if
unspectacularly. We see none of these coalitional trade-offs on Net Zero, where confident signalling helps Labour retain voters from the Greens without
losing voters to Reform, since Reform curious Labour voters have no strong views either way on climate policy.

How to read these numbers: the more negative a score a policy receives, the more it's a net vote loser within the Labour coalition. The higher the positive score, the more a
vote maximiser it is. Three-party conjoint experiment, impact of policy on probability of Labour vote choice (quantity of interest: marginal means vs category average).

Deport all asylum seekers, repeal ECHR

-1%

Quicker processing, allow legitimate cases to stay

Liberalise asylum rules, allow more refugees

Immigration
Complete stop on immigration

0%

Reduce migration, implement cap of 150k a year

Increase overall immigration

1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
Keep current overall migration numbers but reduce low-skill :
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
o
1

"Imagine that, in the next general election, the Labour party, Reform UK and the Green party stood on the below policy
platforms. Bearing in mind your views on the issues..which program would you choose if you had t0?". Sample: 1000 GE2024

Labour voters.

Net Zero

Scrap Net Zero

Go slower on Net Zero

Go faster on Net Zero

M Persuasion UK



II“ NET IMPACT of Labour adopting policy position on retention of its 2024 voting
coalition (with Reform as the alternative on the right, Greens on the left) -
economic axis

Leaning into populist positions on public services and wealth taxation/inequality are the two biggest vote maximising
policies in this experiment. Welfare is not a massive vote net mover either way.

How to read these numbers: the more negative a score a policy receives, the more it's a net vote loser within the Labour
coalition. The higher the positive score, the more a vote maximiser it is. Three-party conjoint experiment, impact of policy on
Labour platform choice when appearing in Labour platform (quantity of interest: marginal means vs category average).

! . . - I

! Public services Wealth taxation 1 Welfare

! 1

1

: Increase spend, NHS & front-line services Wealth tax on top 1% : Increase benefits
1

! 1

1

| i 1%

[ |

! 1

! 1

' Maintain current spend, NHS & front-line Keep taxes on the wealthiest same ! Maintain current benefits

! 1

! 1

! 2% 2% : 2%

! !

! 1

1

1 Decrease spend, NHS & front-line services Cut wealth taxes on the top 1% : Cut benefits

! 1

| 1

| ! -2%

1

[ |

! 1

1

: 0% 6% 4% 2% O% 2% 4% 6% B% WH 10% G% 4% 2% 0% 2% 4% 6% 8% 0% : 0% % 4% 2% 0% 2% 4% 6% &% 0%
1

"Imagine that, in the next general election, the Labour party, Reform UK and the Green party
stood on the below policy platforms. Bearing in mind your views on the issues..which program II“ Persuasion UK
would you choose if you had to?". Sample: 1000 GE2024 Labour voters.



NET IMPACT of Labour adopting policy position on retention of its 2024 voting coalition (with Reform as the alternative on the right,

II Greens on the left) - all polices ranked,

The optimum platform in holding together the Labour coalition is moderation on asylum and immigration combined with populism on economics. Ambition on climate change a 'free hit' as it

prevents Labour leakage to the Greens without causing any to Reform.

How to read this graph: the more a policy is net negative, the more it loses Labour voters to a party's platform. The more it's net positive, the more it wins Labour voters to its platform. Three-party
conjoint experiment, net impact of policy on probability of Labour voter opting for Labour platform, Reform platform or Green (quantity of interest: marginal means vs category average)

Signif increase funding for NHS & other front-line
services

Wealth tax on top 1%

Go faster on Net Zero/climate change

Quicker um processing; allow legitimate cases to
YR o s%gay,deportothers

Reduce immigration, hard cap of 150,000k a year

Keep Il migrati but reduce low-s
migration

Maintain current levels of NHS and public servciiq_:es
ing

Go slower on Net Zero/climate change
Maintain current benefit payments

Increase benefit payments

Puta top to all immig

Deport all asylum seekers, repeal human rights
legislation

Maintain current levels of tax on wealthiest

Reduce benefit payments

Impact on probability of average Labour voter voting LABOUR again

_ i

§I
]

N

==

R
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8

* 1
8

I :

Liberalise asylum policy, accept more refugees

&
*

Cut taxes for wealthiest 1%

i

Increase overall immigration levels

Scrap Net Zero, end UK efforts to limit climate change

Signif decrease funding for NHS & other front-line
services

NorStat for Persuasion UK, April 2025. Il "
Policy descriptors truncated to fit on graph legibly. II Persuasion UK



NET IMPACT of Labour adopting policy position on retention of its 2024 voting coalition (with Reform as the alternative on the right,
Greens on the left) - all polices ranked, showing leakage to or retention from Reform & Greens

The optimum platform in holding together the Labour coalition is moderation on asylum and immigration combined with populism on economics. Ambition on climate change a 'free hit' as it
prevents Labour leakage to the Greens without causing any to Reform.

How to read this graph: the more a policy is net negative, the more it loses Labour voters to a party's platform. The more it's net positive, the more it wins Labour voters to its platform. Three-party
conjoint experiment, net impact of policy on probability of Labour voter opting for Labour platform, Reform platform or Green (quantity of interest: marginal means vs category average)

Impact on probabilit
voter voting LABOU

Signif increase funding for NHS & other front-line
services

Wealth tax on top 1%

Go faster on Net Zero/climate change

Quicker asylum processing; allow legitimate cases to
’ stay, deport others

Reduce immigration, hard cap of 150,000k a year

Keep Il migrati bers, but reduce low-skill
migration

Maintain current levels of NHS and public services
funding

Go slower on Net Zero/climate change
Maintain current benefit payments
Increase benefit payments

Puta stop to all i

Deport all asylum seekers, repeal human rights
legislation

Maintain current levels of tax on wealthiest

Reduce benefit payments

Liberalise asylum policy, accept more refugees

Cut taxes for wealthiest 1%

Increase overall immigration levels

Scrap Net Zero, end UK efforts to limit climate change

Signif decrease funding for NHS & other front-line
services

NorStat for Persuasion UK, April 2025.
Policy descriptors truncated to fit on graph legibly.

“N%

Impact on probability of average Labour
N
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NET IMPACT of Labour adopting policy position on retention of its 2024 voting coalition (with Reform as the alternative on the right, Greens on the left) - all
polices ranked, showing leak to or retention from Reform & Greens

Very harsh positions on asylum and immigration are neutral (or narrowly net harmful) to Labour because what they gain in non-graduate loyalty, they lose in graduate defection. Meanwhile, more progressive stances on left-right
'position issues' unite both sides. Net Zero is of lower salience to non-graduate Labour voters. but they are not hostile to it, allowing Labour to get the upside with graduates with no downside on the other side of its coalition.

e

Three-party conjoint experiment, impact of policy on probability of Labour voter opting for different platforms (quantity of interest: marginal means vs category average)

Impact on NON-GRADUATES choosing Labour
Overall impact on Labour voters choosing Labour Impact on GRADUATES choosing Labour platform platform

Significantly increase funding for the NHS and other front-line
services

Introduce a wealth tax on the assets of the wealthiest 1% of the
population

Go faster in the UK’s efforts to limit climate change, moving to
renewable energy faster

More quickly process and deport asylum seekers without a
legitimate claim, but allow legitimate cases to stay

Significantly reduce all immigration, introducing a hard cap of
150,000 people a year

Keep overall migration at current levels, but reduce low-skill
migration

Maintain the current levels of funding for the NHS and other
front-line services

Go slower in the UK’s efforts to limit climate change, moving to
renewable energy more slowly

Maintain the current amount of money that people on benefits
receive

Increase the amount of money that people on benefits receive

Puta stoptoall

Deport all asylum seekers & refugees with no exceptions, repeal
human rights legislation to make it happen

Keep t: the now

Reduce the amount of money that people on benefits receive

Liberalise asylum policy so Britain accepts more refugees

Cut onthe iest 1% of th

1} fi t levels

Scrap Net Zero, end UK efforts to limit climate change

Significantly decrease funding for the NHS and other front-line
services "~

-10% -6% 0% 6% 10% -10% -6% 0% 6% 10% -10%  -6% 0% 6% 10%
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Acknowledged limitations

There are many reasons people vote for parties and not all of them are to do with ‘position issues’ - some
of them have to do with valence (competence, trust, delivery etc), brand loyalty or tactical considerations.
We have tried to control for brand loyalty, at least, by including the party brands in the experiment - but no
experiment can get at all of these considerations at once.

The sample here is only Labour voters. For this reason, it’s not possible to know the impact on a wider set of
non-Labour voters. Forinstance, perhaps taking strong progressive positions on some issues energise
anti-Labour voters to vote tactically. On the other hand, perhaps anti-migration positions deter Green or
Lib Dem voters from voting tactically for Labour against Reform.

In addition, of course, the electoral benefit on any policy can change if itis implemented badly or generates
negative knock-on effects or case studies.

In general, the best way to interpret this experiment is not to take the policy specifics too literally - most
voters don’t look at these. Rather it's about the strength of a party’s signalling on an issue area. Crucially, it
is also about dividing lines - these are the potential wedge issues that can move votes (in this case, Labour
voters)when they see parties as have differing positions on any given issue.



Findings

All that said, the evidence here is fairly compelling: with Reform curious voters on one side and Green
curious voters on the other, the best way for Labour to balance its fragile coalition is to strike moderate
positions on divisive cultural issues while leaning into progressive positions on economic issues,
notably funding for public services, wealth taxation and Net Zero.

o  Public services and wealth taxation is salient across the Labour coalition. Net Zero is a ‘free bet’
electorally that it’s highly salient with the graduate educated half of Labour’s coalition, whereas while
itislessimportant to non-graduate, it is not unpopular.

Given an ever-fragmented attention economy, bringing the findings in this experiment to ‘real life’ is about
more than adopting these policy stances. Rather, it’s about Labour setting clear dividing lines and
generating conflict around these dividing lines so that voters notice party’s have differing positions.



Conjoint experiment no 2

What sends Labour voters to Reform, and
Reform voters to Labour?

Moving to the left of Labour on economics +
combining this with migration sceptic views
maximises the Reform share of the Labour vote

A complete stop to immigration is the only thing
that moves large numbers of Reform voters to
Labour.
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Conjoint experiment: Labour vs Reform

e n=1000 Labour 2024 voters and 500 Reform 2024 vOters, conducted via NorStatin April 2025.

e Thisworked the same as the previous experiment, except respondents saw two platforms - Labour and
Reform - which were varied.

e Inthe analysis phase we see which Reform policies increase and decrease the flow of Labour voters to
Reform.

e \Wecan also look at what policies, if any, might draw Reform voters to Labour.
o  Tonote: about 50% of Reform voters were not responsive to any issue positioning by Labour at all,
suggesting they are fervent anti-Labour or anti-system voters rather than “frustrated issue voters’.
The analysis focuses on those who were responsive or open to switching.



Example platform variation
seen by respondent

46%

This survey is live. You will not be able to submit any data while logged-in.

Putting aside your usual party preferences, which party platform do you
prefer the most?

Q Version: 27
Party
Immigration

Wealth
taxes

Asylum
seekers

Public
services

Net Zero

Workers
rights

Russia

Labour

Significantly reduce all immigration,
introducing a hard cap of 150,000 people a
year

Cut taxes on the wealthiest 1% of the
population

Deport all asylum seekers and refugees
with no exceptions, repealing human rights
legislation to make it happen

Significantly increase funding for the NHS
and other front-line services

Go slower in the UK's efforts to limit
climate change, moving to renewable
energy more slowly

Raise the minimum wage, abolish zero
hours contracts

Maintain current support for Ukraine in
their fight against Putin/Russia

Reform UK

Significantly reduce all immigration,
introducing a hard cap of 150,000 people a
year

Introduce a wealth tax on the assets of the
wealthiest 1% of the population

More quickly process and deport asylum
seekers without a legitimate claim, but
allow legitimate cases to stay

Maintain the current levels of funding for
the NHS and other front-line services

Abolish all UK efforts to limit climate
change

Reduce the minimum wage, make it easier
for employers to use zero hours contracts

Decrease support for Ukraine in their fight
against Putin/Russia

Select the

s
platform

O
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What possible Reform policies might win over 2024 Labour voters to Reform?

The higher the score, the more it increases the probability of Reform voters switching to Labour, the lower the score the more it decreases the chances

Quantities of interest: centred marginal means

Significantly increase funding for NHS & public...
Raise minimum wage, abolish zero hours contracts
Wealth tax on top 1%

Maintain support for Ukraine

Keep Net Zero but go slower

Increase support for Ukraine

Maintain funding for NHS & public services
Quicker processing of asylum cases

150k cap on immigration

Complete stop to immigration

Deport all asylum seekers, repeal ECHR

Keep current wealth taxes

Decrease support for Ukraine

Scrap Net Zero

Cut taxes for the wealthiest

Reduce minimum wage and workers rights
Decrease funding for NHS and public services

Which Reform policies would pull Labour voters towards Reform?
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What possible Labour policies might win over 2024 Reform voters to Labour?

The higher the score, the more it increases the probability of Reform voters switching to Labour, the lower the score the more it decreases the chances

Quantities of interest: centred marginal means

Complete stop to immigration

Deport all asylum seekers, repeal ECHR

Maintain funding for NHS & public services

Raise minimum wage, abolish zero hours contracts
Scrap Net Zero

150k cap on immigration

Go slower on Net Zero

Quicker processing of asylum cases

Significantly increase funding for NHS & public services
Wealth tax on top 1%

Increase support for Ukraine

Keep current wealth taxes

Maintain current minimum wage and workers rights
Maintain support for Ukraine

Go faster on Net Zero

Cut taxes for the wealthiest

Keep current migration, just reduce low skill
Decrease funding for NHS and public services
Reduce minimum wage and workers rights
Increase immigration

Accept more refugees

Which possible Labour policies can pull Reform voters towards Labour vote?
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Recommendations



Recommendations for Labour to retain Reform curious Labour voters but also Lib Dem and Green switchers

e Maintain moderate - even if boring - positions on divisive cultural topics like asylum and migration. Do not
get tempted to the far left or right. Be safe if unspectacular, it’s unsatisfying but unavoidable.

e  Through all of your strategic communications, seek to shift the site of conflict in politics away from cultural
issues - which will always be disadvantageous to Labour and advantageous to Reform - and towards more
populist conflict on economic left-rightissues.

You must actively seek and welcome fights on these issues (eg funding for public services, wealth taxes,
workers rights etc) to do this successfully, bearing in mind how little attention voters pay to politics.

e Provided thereis no visible screw-ups on it (eg ULEZ style taxes or blackouts), clear positive signalling on
Net Zero/climate is a ‘free hit’ - you can use dividing lines on it with Reform or the Conservatives to keep left
votersinside the Labour tent, without losing Labour votes to the right.

e Seek toturn the next election into ‘Labour or Farage’ - persuading people of the credible threat of Reform
winning will help Labour squeeze parties to its left more than a traditional Labour vs Con fight, plus add a
few more Con voters to Labour’s pile.

e If possible over time, leverage Reform proximity to Trump and Musk to further increase threat perception of
Farage as PM / a Reform government among potential Labour voters.

e  Combining this ‘emotionalism’ with deliverism still matters, especially on public services and small boats.



Recommendations for Reform to maximise its share of the Labour vote

e Maintain robust anti migration and anti asylum policies, seeking to keep conflict on these issues in
the news at all costs.

e Beyond that, run to the left of Labour on a few key left-right issues, such as tax and spend - eg
consider proposing a tax on the richest to fund the NHS or schools. Pick fights with CEOs of
unpopular businesses.

e  Putsome distance between yourself and Trump/Musk - itis not helpful with swing voters.



Thanks!

*Please do help us share this research with anyone you
think would be interested*

@SteveAkehurst

https://persuasionuk.org/
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